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Civil and Ecclefraſtical Polity . 
. 5 briefly | Conſider'd, Oc. ; 


tion, but almoſt every Man's 


| an Age wherein true Religion, viz. 


ſtition and Inſidelity; and a Ready, 


inſtead : hereof, the Study and Confuſion of Politics, 


and Induſtry and Zeal to ſupport and encreaſe Purty 
and Faction, wholly poſſeſs Men's Minds. and em- 
ploy all their Thoughts; and are the chief Spring 


and Principle of all their Adtior s. So that every 


J is not only a very juſt Obſerva- 
l Practice teſtifies, That we live in 


2 a Sound unprejudic d Faith, avoid -- 
„ing equally each Extreme of Super- 


conſtant Holineſs of Lite, equally free from Hypo- 

_ eriſy and Profaneneſs ; was never leſs made the Subject 
of Men's Studies and Inquiries, and the Care and 

Endeavour of their Actions and Converſations. But 
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one now looks on another, not as a Fellow-Chriftia#, 
but Fellow-PFarty- Man; and thinks himſelt oblig'd to 
dliſcharge the great Duties of Bexevolence and Charity, 
it at all to Others, yet not as being of the ſame 
Houſbold of Faith, as St: Faul exhorts, Gal. 6. Io; 
but as being Members of the ſame Faction, Promoters 
af the ſame Intereſt, as tis call d. Which, amongſt 
many, is not to ſerve, either God, their Country, or 
cao AN 2 om: yok. 3 .., . 
oftimes even Themſelves, butconfiſts in violently op- 
poling, and ſtudy ing all Means to defeat the Deſigns 


and Endeavours of thoſe of the contrary Side, how- 


ever well laid or meant, or really tending to the 


Bencfit and Good of the Public: in keeping up and 


cheriſhing Fealonfies and Diſaffedion to their Gover- 


nours ; in repreſenting all their Actions as ſuſpicions, 


and their Power as mean and contemptible, or elle 
as formidable and tyramical, and in contriving all 
Ways to make Others uneaſy, and to diſturb the 
Peace, leſſen the Credit, and weaken the Hands of 
the Government. mu. 1 
And ſince, by the Violence and Prevalency of our un- 
happy Divifions, many Thouſands of ſucere Perſons, 
having very HoneſtIntentions,are impos'd upon; and, 


. through falſe Pretences, and ill- grounded and mali- 


cious Infinuations, led away from their Duty; and 


are not able to ſee, and (what is worſe) do, through 


Ignorance and miſtaken Zeal, earneſtly opppoſe the 
real Intereſt of both Church and State; while, at the 
. ſame Time they unhappily and fatally think they 

are mantaining and ſupporting; both: I ſhall for 
the removing Prejudice out of ſuch Honeſt Minds, 
and for the Intereſt and Love of Truth, and the De- 


tire of Chriſtian Peace and Charity, endeavour to ſhew 
from evident Principles of Reaſon and Scripture, 
_ wherein the Nature of the Chriſtian Religion, and 


of all rightful Civil Goverment conſiſts; and 
_ thence demonſtrate the true and unconteſtable 
Rights ot both Church and State, 
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I. Firſt, Lay open the true Foundation, and 
Original Grounds of all Humane Laws in General, 


whether Eccleſiaſtical or Civil. And 


II. Secondly, Conſider in diſtin& Particulars the 
Nature, Deſign, Extent and Obligation, 1f, of Civil 
Laws; 2d!y, Ot Ecceleſiaſtical: And draw thence ſuch 
Arguments and Concluſions, as may be for Common 
Benefit and Inſtruction, and worthy the ſerious Con- 
ſideration of ſuch as are ſincerely deſirous to pro- 
mote the true Intereſt both of Church and State. 


I. Firff, The Matter which conſtitutes Humane 
Laws in General, is not to be derivd | as ſome 
great Lawyers and States-men have thought, | froni 
the meer Vill of political Societies conlenting to 
What may moſt advance, each, their own particular 
Intereſt and Power. This Machiavellian Notion too 
much contracts the Humanity of our Nature, and 
gives too much Occaſion to unreaſonable and inor- 
dinate Ambition, and to the unjuſt Oppreſſion of our 
Neighbours, and Uſurpation of their Rights. There- 

| fore theſe Politics in the * Lacedemonian State, were 

antiently condemned, But it ſprings from a truly 

Divine Original, and is founded in the great Uni- 

verſal Law of Nature, which reſults immediately 

trom the Divine Nature itſelf, and is the very Mind 
| and Will of God communicated with the Uſe of 
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Tn? Lacedem nian placing the prime Principle of Honeſiy in 
promoting the Weal of their Country, have no other No ion of 
Right, bur che advancing the Intereſt and Power of Sparta. 
Plutarch in Ageſil. | „ 
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Reaſon to all Mankind; and enlarg'd and itproy'd 


by the Help and Light of Revelation. Hence it 


was the Doctrine of the Stozcs F that the Original of 


Law was deriv'd from God and Nature. So that 


Humane Laws in General, whether Ecclefiaflical or 


Civil, that have a true and right Foundation, are on- 
ly particular Deductions from the general Principles 
of Natur? or Reaſon, or from the reveal'd Law of 
God, eftabliſh'd by common Conſent in every Poli- 
tical Society for the public Good, according astheir 
Exigences or the particular State of their Circums 


ſtances may require; with the Sanctions of Rewards 
and Puniſhments annex'd, to encourage and enforce 
the Obſervance of them. Hence, as the neceſſarx 


Relations ariſing by Nature betwixt particular Men, 
and the mutual Obligations conſequent thereupon, 
are the Reaſon and Ground of Men's entring into 
public Societies, in order to ſecure and maintain 
their Natural Rights, which are the Foundation of 
thoſe Laws by which they conſent to be govern'd, 
and to make them the Rule of their Actions to- 
wards one another : So Secondly, 3 


to one another, and the reciprocal Obligations ari- 
ſing thence, are the Foundation of the great miver- 
ſal Law of Nations; which cannot be reſtrain'd, or 


limited, or diſpens'd with by any Law of any parti- | 
_ cular Society; all Nations having an equal Concern- 
ment in it, and Right to the Benefit of it. And 


further, Thirdly, 


Since God is the Cauſe and Lord of Nature, and 


all its Laws are only finite imperfect Tranſcripts of 
his Eternal Truth and Reaſon ; whenever or where- 
ever he pleaſes to ſuperadd to Natural Light, his 
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The Relations which whole dliſtinet Societies bear 
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| reveal'd Will; this is the Law paramount to all or 


thers. And not only the Law. of particular Nati 
ens, but That which is common to All Nations and 
Kingdoms that have the Knowledge ot this Reve- 
lation, muſt be regulated by it, and always ſtand in 
Subordination to it; and no Humane Law can ever 
be good, Or obligatory, that 1s contrary to it, The 


Reaſon is evident; becauſe the true Foundation of 


all Humane Laws being (as I have ſaid the Prin- 
ciples of Natural Reaſon; thoſe Principles which are 
the moſt certain and perfect, muſt needs be ſuperior 
to, and regulate the xeſt : And it being the prime 
and moſt certain Principle of Reaſon, that we muſt 
believe and act according to whatſoever God reveals 


to be his Will; tis plain that his revear@ Will, 


which is not and cannot be contrary to the Law of 
Nature: but enlargeth and improves it, muſt be the 
Guide and Director, and give Laws to all other 
17 015 whatſoever. In what has been now ſaid, this 
Demonſtration is meſt clearly contain d, viz. That 
no particular Human Law of any Nation whatſo- 
ever, ought to contradict any one Principle of Natu- 


ral Reaſon; and therefore muſt neither interfere with 


the general Law of Nations, nor with the reveal'd 
Law of God, whether pofitive or moral, whenever 
ade kuomn. That the Principles of Natural Rea- 


on improv'd by Revelation, are the only true Foune 


n- 3 dation of all Laws, both Ecclefiaftical and Civil; is 


lain from hence, that no other can compleat the De- 
Ian and End of all Government, which is ordain'd 
by the Will of God for his own Glory, and the Hap» 
pinefs of Mankind: But by acting according to 
the Light of Nature, and the exprefs Divine Will, 
God's Glory is moſt advanc'd, and Man's Happi- 
neſs therein properly and only conſiſts: Therefore | 
whenever any Humane Laws deviate from theſe 
Principles, they are imperfect, and have no Power 
and Efficacy to promote the public Good: And it is 
the great Buſineſs and Duty of Legiſlators, to pro- 


ba: 2M 


a 7.4 22 2 
— — — 3 


„89 


vide Remedies for ſuch Laws, either by amending - 
or repealing them; or, if that cannot eaſily be done, 


it belongs to the Executors and Interpreters of them, 
either to forbear the Execution of them (if they are 


evidently unjuſt or unreaſonable, ) or at leaſt to put 
the ſofteſt and mildeſt Conſtruction on them; that 


ſo the Law which is deſign'd to be the Security and 
Life of the Publick, may not be the Damage or 


Deſtruction of the Whole, or of any conſiderable 


Part of it. 


80 much ſhall ſuffice for the Firſt General Head. 


IT. Icome now, Secondly, to conſider, in diſtin& 


Particulars, the Nature, Deſign, Extent and Obliga- 
tion, If. of the Civil Laws, and 2dly. of the Eccle- 


faſtical; and to draw thence ſuch Propoſitions or 
Concluſions, as naturally ariſe from them. 


IJ. The Nature of the Civil Laws of all Nation | - 
is founded | as I have prov'd | in the Principles of 


Natural Reaſon, and hath a neceſlary Relation to' 
the Natural Rights of Mankind; for the Preſerva- 


tion and Security of which Rights, Men enter into 
Scciety, and conſent to the making of Laws; the 
Deſign of which, is to ſecure to every particular 


Member his own private Rights, by obliging eve- 


ry one to mutual Help and Aſſiſtance for the Good 
of the Whole. Hence it follows, If. 1 
That no Man can naturally have a . to govern 

ho are to be 


any Society, without Their Conſent w E 
govern'd, either expreſs'd by every one in Per- 
ſon, or by his Repreſentative ; or tacitly imply'd by 


their Acquieſcence in what the major Part, or any 


conſiderable Part of the Society ſhall undertake or 
tranſact for the whole. This is evident, becauſe all 
Men are equal in Nature, and have equal Natural 
Rights; and ſo one Man cannot naturally have any 
more Power over another, than another over him. 
Jo ſuppoſe the contrary, viz, that one + 
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have naturally Power over another, when all are eq al 
in Nature, and have equal natural Rights; is to ſup- 
pole that all Men are equal and not el! in Nature, 
and have equal and not equal natural Rig! Its; which 
is an expreis Contradiction. It follows, 240 'y, 
That as no Man can have a natural Right to go- 
vern others without their Cor ſent, ſo neither can he 
_— a Right to govern them in any manner, or by 
any Laws but ſuch as promote and ſecure the pub- 


lic Good; the public Good being nothing but the 


natural Rights of private particular Pri ms, enter- 
ing into Society to preſerve them by ſuch Means 


as they ſhall judge beſt for the Whole; whether by 


agreeing to ſtanding written Laws made by tuch 
Perſons and in ſuch Manner as they that! appoint, 
and engaging their joynt Force and Power tor = 
Execution and Obſervance of them; or by entruſt- 
ing the Preſervaticn of their Rights, and the 225 
vernment of their Perſons, to the ſole Will and Di- 
rection of One whom they iball appoint to be the 


Supreme Mariſtrate ; and whoin they oblige them- 
ſelves to aſſiſt with the joynt Force ot the Commu- 


nity, in Order to ſupport him in the Excercil> of 
his Power for he public Good, Hence, the Nature 


of all Civil Government depending on the Law of 


Nature; and it being the very End and Peſign of 
it, to procure and preſerve the Peace and Hippineſs 


of any public political Society; z it de monſtrative- Ho 


ly follows, 

That the public Good, in all ans is the 
Supreme indiſpenſable Law, to which all others mnſt 
be conformable, or give Place; and that all Go- 


| vernments, of what kind ſhever, are in their own 


Natures abſolutely equal in Power; and that no Go 
vernment, or Supreme Legiſtitive Power, can have A 
Right to make Laws, or do any Thing. that is de- 
ſtr nd7v2 of the public Wellare; ; and that the Commu- 


nity, from whole Conſent alone all Poweris tn. ally 


deriv'd, [into wh natfoeyer Hands, ] for the Preſervati- 
on 
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Subjects from all Twanmical Uſurpation: 
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on of their patural Rights, which isthe public Good 


muſt have a Puwer or Right to maintain and defend 


thoſe Rights by Force, whenever or by whomſoever 
they are invaced : And ſince Liber ty, Property, and 
Religion, are the great natural Rights common to all 


Mankind, ard for the Preſer vation of which they 


enter into Sccieties; it muſt follow, that as no 
ene can ever have a Right to invade or deprive a 
Nation of theſe, ſo the Community | under what- 


ever Government muſt always have a Right to 
preſerve and fecure them againſt any Oppoſition 


whatſoe: er 


Hence it follows allo, that all Obligations to 
| Oy tic ge ver ning Powers, whether expreſs d by tak- 


1:g Oaths, or ta-itly imply 4 by conlenting to receive 
their ProteGion ; and all Statutes and Laws, made 


as Means for determining the Rights both of Rulers 
_ und Pecple; are always to be underſtood to be di- 
__ xected to. and limited by the Ends of Government ; 


ard intended reciprecally to ſecure the juſt Powers 


and Prerogatives of the Crown againſt ell rebellicas 


In: aftors; and the jr/? Rights and Prop erty of the 


And no 
Caths, or other Ob ligations whatioever, can be un- 


derſtood to bind any Nation to be paſive to their 
own manifeſt Peſtruction. To ſuppoſe Oaths or any 
other Contrad to carry ſuch an Obligation in them, 
1s to ſoppoſe that Men may {wear or agrece to let | 
Others without any Cauſe cut their Threats, or ra- 
Quce them into Slavery; which 1 18 indeed themſelves 2 
to cut their own Throats, or enſiave themſelvcs; 

which is a manifeſt + Abſurdi ity; and can never bind, 
as being contrary to the prior Obligations of the 


Law of Nature, to preſerve themfoly es and their 


own and P-Rterities Properties by any juſt or ne- | 
cellary Means So that when a People are pro- 
tect:d. thin their Allegiance i is due; and when all 


Protec ien coaleth then the Oblige tion to Serv ice 
and Obcdici.ce cealcth allo, 8 
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adh, A ſecond Propoſition ariſing from the Con- 
ſideration of the Nature and Deſign ot Civil Laws, 


| is; that the proper Sn, or Matter of Humane 
= Laws, is not as ſome have thought, Things in 
their own Nature meerly indifferent, but hath always 

b a relative tho not abſolate Morality. Laws being 

[ anly particular Deductions from the general Prin- 
7 ciples of Natural Reaſon relating to the common 

of Rights of Mankind, which they are intended to 
i preſerve unviolated; tis plain tFat they have always 
4 a Regard to public Benefit, to things either neceſſary 
or good for the whole: And therefore, tho' they 
n may beindifercnt, ſeparately condider'd, and abſfrat- 

ah in themſelves; yet they acquire a moral Nature 

by their Relation to the particular State and Circum- 
ſtances of the Society, and their Aptitude to promote 
ke the public Good, The Groundof the Miſtake in 
le thinking otherwiſe, is, that before Laws are enact- 
s ed, many Things ſeem to particular Perſons wholly 
U- indifferent in their Natures, and which they think 
t; every one has a Right to do or not, as he plcaſes; not 
-F5 I perceiving or conſidering the Conſequences, that re- 
' gcund from thence to the public: But theſe vey 
2 Af Things, when ſtrictly and impartially examin'd by 
no Bt wiſe and able Men, appear to be beneficial or pres 
1m” Juaical to the Society; and fo become it Matter, 
cir 1 either to be enjoyn'd Ox prohibited by Law. And 
ny hence it is, that the moral Obligation from the 
m, Matter of Humane Laws, ariſeth: And it is by no 
let means true, that the Obligation to all pana! Hu- 
17 gmane Laws is fully ſatisfy'd by undergoing the 
toes = Penalty ot them For every Law, precept ive Or pine 
5 Wl b:bitory, beipg directed more or leſs to the promot- 
ind, ing the Public Good; and it being always a moral 
the Obligation on every one, to promote the Public 
heir W Good ; every Law ſo made and directed to its pro- 
ner per End. mult carry not only a pena}, but moral 
PTo- WM Chligation along with it. To ſuppoſe the Matter 
a ot any Humane Laws, in its own both abſolute and 
VIC * | 
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relative Nature, to be mere'y indifferent; is to ſuppoſe 
the Laws themſelves, when niade, indifferent as to 
any mate ia Obligation, and cenſequeni iy iaiculous. 
Fer ii the Matter be thus! in its own Nature indif- 
fer et betcre the making it into a Law, the making 
it into a Law cannot make it to be otherwiſe, 
[whatever Rev ard may be due tor Trace and Order's 


take to the public Authority enaGirg it, which is 


another thing, ] and fo the Law can have no 
male ral Force r Obligation, having no End to 


be ſerv d by it, *Tis true indeed, that the Matter 
cf Laws may ſometimes happen to be tither vhol- 


ly iraijeent, for Want of Prudence in the Legiſla- 


tors; cr mt, ul, by Means of their Vamty, Coves 
torjreſs, Fal in, or Ambition; and yet they may ob- 


lige the © onſcience, when they cannot be diſobey'd 
Without Breach of public Peace, or Danger of public 
Dif. 1cer, The Regard to the Lexiſativ? Autnority, 
Which cannot be obpοsοd without Damage to the 
public, muſt, tho the Natter it enacts be unjuſt, 
if it is not immoral in him that ſubmits to it, ſuper- 
ſede private Rights. Nor can it be ſaid that Laws 
mace abcut the ode: and (ircumflances of Things, 
are wholly of an indifferent Nature; For 4.odes, 


| houſrever irdifferent conſider d abſtractedly and in | 
_ themſelves, have vet a nocefj a1 y Relation to the 4 
Performance of public Actions; and ſo become fit 
Matter for Humane Laws; which oblige the Con- 
ſciences of Men to comply with ſuch Ceremonies, as 

| the Jud gm ent of the L gi ſlat: 1e, Whether Eccl / ſaſtical FE | 
or Civil. hall appoint tor the ſake of Decency and Order. 
Frem theſe Obſervations, another Concluſion | 
ariſeth; that ſince Time, and Change of Cir- | 


cuſtances alter the Nature of many Things; 


nen by theſe it comes to paſs that the Means pro- 
vide tor carrying on the Aud of any Law, ceaſe 
or are unf t; or the End itſelf ceaſeth, or becom 9 
. unprofitable ; then the natural Obligation of tho 
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| From the Original Nature and Deſign of Humane 
) Laws, which are only quit and reatonable Means to 


preſerve Men's natural Rights, another very material. 

- Concluſicn follows; viz. t hat no Governour, whether 

3 appointed by God or Man, can pretend a Divine 
„ Powcr or Commiſſion to diſpenſe with thoſe Laws. 
's | which are neceſſary to the Preſervation of the People: 

$ in thoſe Rights: Unlels it can be ſhewn from ſome _ 
0 plain ard cvident Tokens of God's reveal'd Will, 
0 that God hath expreſly put the Lives and Properties 
r of the Subjects ahſolntely in the Power of their Kulers; 


5 and diſabled or prohibited them from uſing any : 


a- Means neceſſary to defend them: That is, unleſs it 
e- can be ſhewn, that tho' *tis God's Will that Go- 
b- | vernment ſhould be ſettled by Humane Ordinance 
d and Avreement, for the public Good and Happineſs 
ic | of Mankind, as the beſt Means to ſecure to them 
y, 4 thoſe great natural Rights which he hath given. 
he 


them, viz. Liberty, Property and Religion; and there». 


— 


fore that all Higher Powers were deſign'd by him; 


er- as St. Faul lays, to be Miniſters to us for Good; yet 
ws that tis his Will that Men {ſhould not maintain and 
885 defend thoſe Rights. when they are openly invaded | 
les, by thoſe who cught to protect and ſecure them; 
. 1 and that thereby he hath made them ſo precarions, ihe 5 


to put it in the Power of ove Man | whenever his 
Luft and Ambition ſhall prompt him] to deſtroy 
without Reſtraint the Lives or Fortunes of a whole 
Nation. What is this, but to make God's reveal'd 
Law contradict his natural Law, which it was de- 
gn d to improve and perfect? and defeat [with- 


cout the Intervention of his extraordinary or mira- 
culous Power, which he hath no where promis'd 


to interpoſe.] his own Purpoſes in the Advance- 
ment ot his own Glory and the Happineſs of his. 


Creatures? But it is moſt certain and evident, 
that Ged ſent his Son act to d-ffrov the Lam, but ta 


fu flit, Matt. 5. 17; and that he bath ſtrengthret. 
dle Duty both of Rule rs and Subjects with an Higher 


Upligation 
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Obligation than the Law of Nature was able to do; 


but yet hath not alter'd the natural State or Con- 


dition of the Rights of Eitber. In whatever Cir- 


cumſtances he found Humane Government, in thoſe 


he lett it: Whatever juſt Powers any Governours had 


before the Revelation of Chriſtianity, they have fil 
the ſame, neither more nor leſs: And whatever 


Rights the People had before, and Power to maintain 
thote Rights, they have yet the ſame : Chriſtianity 


hath neither given occaſion to the People to be re- 
Bellious, nor to Kings to be tyannical: And therefore 


no King or bigher Power hath any Exemption by the 


_ Goſpel, from being reſtrained or reſiſted by the 


Community, when it is neceſſary for the Defenſe 


and Prefervation of the natural Rights of that 


Community. We know that David arm'd himſelf 
in his own Defenſe againſt the unjuſt Perſecution of 


Saul, 1 Sam. chap. 22. &c. And the valiant Fami- 
by of the Macchabees ſtands renown'd in Fewiſh Hi- 
Kory for making War againſt their Tyrant Antiochus 


and his Succeſiors, in Defenſe of their Lives and 
the Laws of their Ccuntry : And the Apoſtle to the 
Hebrews, chap. 11. 34. commends their Faith, 


which made them ſucceſsful in ſo doing. And the 
wiſe Roman Senate calmly reſolv'd * to put the Ty- 
rant Nero to Death, as being an Enemy to his Coun- | 
try. All which Inſtances are unanſwerable Arguments, 
that the moſt vertuous and holy of God's antient 
People, and Men of the greateſt and moſt Sedate * 
natural Judgment and Reaſon, have thought it 


lawful to withſtand by Force the Fury and Oppreſ- 


fion of Tyrannical Rulers. And the Hiſtories of all 4 
Chriſtian Nations bear ample Teſtimony, that They 
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* per latos a cuſtore Phaontis codicillos previpuit. legitq; ſe horem 
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& Senatu judicatum, & queri ut puniatur more majorum. Suet. 
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_ we 
always thought it agreeable to the Law of the 
Goſpel, to defend the Lives and Properties of the 
Community, when violated by the At b;trary Uiurpa- 
tion and Invaſion of I Tyrarts; for ſuch all Rulers 
are when they ceaſe to govern vith Juftice and 
Equity. This ſhews that the grand Principle of Self- 
Preſervation and et the public Good, being the Su- 


preme Law, is not only natural, but Chi tian. 


And one wou'd think, the Reflection on the horrid 
and difmal Conſequences never failing more or leſs 
to attend the unlimited Arlitraiy Power of Princes; 
mould be alone ſufficient to convince conſidering 
and reaſonable Men, that no juſt Plea, either 
from natural or divine Law, can be made for it: that 


neither God nor Nature ever defign'd to uphold, or 


bear Tyrants harmlefs, when exerciſing a luſtful 
and exorbitant Power over the Lives or Liberties 
of their Subjects. We cannot but obferve, that 
where-ever unlimited Arbitrary Power prevails,there 
ts no ſuch Thing as Religion or Liberty» Religion 
there, is no better than a State Policy, the great 
Rule of it, being the Vill and Intereſt of the Sove- 
reign Power: and Liberty is no other than à pre- 
carious Title to Life and Property, Learning is either 
wholly baniſh'd, as in all Mabonetan Countries; 


or encouraged only as an artful Means to ſupport 
2 efobliſh'd and gamful Error and Deceit, as in all 

Fopiſo Countries. Trade and Induſtry muſt needs de- 
cay, when Men work only as Slaves to hard and 
rigid Maſters, and are in the greateſt Danger if they 


prove fortunate and wealthy. And even the Power 
f of fuck Rulers, tho it ſeems more than Hu- 
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F Sir of Bamneus bh,, im Famxess vTayyer 0 & 
We Or A Sd Yes, dMAg Tap dyIe.'moy ecfArntels 
A wicked King | in the Senſe above mencioned } is no longer a 
King, bur a Brant, nor ſent from God, but {rom (wicked) 
Men. Apoſt. Gonflit. Lib. 8. Ch. 2. 5 8 
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Mane, is, unleſs it fall into good or wiſ Hands, rexl- 
ly more weak and impotent than the Power of thoſe 


whoſe Rule is limited by Laws. And no Nation is 


ſo ſecure againſt external or internal Invaiiun, as 
that, whoſe Law 1s the Meaſure of the Rulers Power 


and the Subjecis Obedience; becauſe no People are 
0 valiant and unanimous as thoſe, who fight for Re- 


bgicn and Liberty under the Prote ion of Laws. So 
that even an Arbitraiy King muſt role as if he was 


not ſo, if he deſigns to make his Government ſe- 


cue and laſting, Which, I think, is a Demouſtra- 


tion, that God and Nature intended that all Go- 
vernment ſhou'd be eſtabliſh'd upon Laus conſent- 


ed to by the People; and that, as * Plato ſays, the 


beſt Government is wovagyt (4 * veuntg, Morarchy 


limited by Laws. And tho I will not deny, but that, 


Where the Aibitrary Rule of Kings happeus to be ſet— 
tled upon Conqueſt, or upon the People's giving up 
their Right + it may juſtly be continued, and ought 
not to be diſturb'd as long as the Ends of Govern- 
ment are ſerv'd by it; yet, as I have prov'd be- 
fore, it can give to no Ruler a Right to diſpoſe of 


the Lives or Liberties of his Subje s upon the Mo- 


tive of his meer Hz]; and therefore may be re- 
ftrain'd, | tho? it be limited by no expreſs Law, the 
Law of Nature being always a tacit and in liſpenſa- 
ble Law,] whenever it ſhall be exercisd to the 
manifeſt Deſtruction of the Community. = 
1 I ſhall conclude this Head of argument, by, 
drawing another very evident and materia! Conclu- 
ſion from it; viz. That where any Crown is by 
the Laws of the Land made Feredzary ; and this 
| Right happens to be forfeited by any Incapacit yl 
natural or moral, in the King in Poffehon; then, 
28 in the former Caſe, the Government ſtanding, 
the Right of the Crown immediately and regularly 


1 


OY 4. n 1 ks. ns 1 PR 8 


— 


. os * 


* Plato in Politic. verſe Firę 


e e 6s od ad. AY a. / „ r — ẽůò ̃ !! ]mp èevn.ññè 5 ẽ 


— 


at ; 
| deſcends to the next Heir who is capable of it; e 
> | in the latter Caſe, the Laws being ſet aſide, and the 
18 Subjects Rights invaded, and the Government being 
is | entirely diſlolv'd by arbitrary and tyrannical Uſurpar 
op tion, there neceſſarily devolves again to the Na- 
re | tion a rightful Power, to ſettle and limit the Go- 
2- || vernment in fuch manner as to provide effectually 
50 for their future Security againſt any the like or other 
; Invaſions: And no Pertons, however qualify d, can 
juſtly pretend, (by vertue of being Hers: of him 
who abdicated the (rown by refuſing to Rule ac- 
cording to the Laws on which it was ſettled, and 
by which it was limited, or by refuſing to protect 
the Subjects in their Juſt and natural Rights,) ts 
have any Title to it, and therefore with much more 
| Reaſon may and onght they to be excluded, if they 
be judg d ineapable of it. That the Hereditary Right 
even of abſolute Monarchs, and even tho ſettled by 
God himſelf, is not indefeafible, but may give place 
to the Good of the Publick on leſs Occaſion than 
the total Diſſolution of a Government by Tyranny 
and Oppreſion; we have a famous Inſtance in Seri- 
pture. It is expreſly ſaid, 2 King. 23. 30. 2 Chron. 
36. I. that the P:ople of the Land | the Jews took 
Fehoabaz the | younger | Son of Joſiab, compare 2 K. 
23. 31, with ver. 26. and 2 Chron. 36. v. 2. with 
v. F.] and anointed him, and made him King in his Fas 
thber's ſfead. Tis evident that Feboabaz was younper 
Brother to Eliakin or Febotachin, being but twenty 
three Tears old, when the other was twenty five, ac- 
cording to the expreſs Words of Scripture; and yet 
the People, without Regard to the Hereditary Right, 
(tho' immediately founded by God himfelf in the 
Family of David, and according to which the 
Crown of Judah ordinarily deſcended to the Eldeſf 
Branch of it,) anointed Jehoahaz the Tonnger Branch 
to be their King. Which Anointing, tis farther re- 
markable, was a Teſtimony according to their Cu- 
ſtom, that not only Jeboabax was Deſign'd to reigu 
. „ 2 
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C18) 
over them, but his Heirs after him, to the Exclufoy 
of the Line of his Elder Brother. | 
This Act of the Jews is no where condemn'd in 
ecrpiture z and evidently ſhews, that they thought 


uo bereditary Right indefeaſible. And the Reaſon 


which mov'd the People of the Jews to ſet Eliałkim 


or Feboiakim aſide, and to make Feboahaz King; feems 
plainly to have been, that Hliałim the Elder Brother 
was then in the Intereſt of Pharaoh Necho King of 
Ag pt their Enemy, | who preſently after dethror.'d | 
Fehoahaz, and made Eliatim King, 2 King. 22. v. 
24,] and was mclin'd to aſſiſt him aainſt the 4ſ- 


ſyrian Power, to which the Jews were Tributary by 
ſolemn League and Covenant from the Time of 


Abaz, 2 K. 16. 7. The breaking of which, and 


rebelling againſt the King of Babylon, was his Ruine, 
and that of his Country, 2 Chron, 26.6. 


From the Nature and Deſign of La 


Principles as promote the common Good ; they muſt 


neceſſarily extend to all Things that the People | 
have a Right to, or which their Good is any Way | 
concern d in, and oblige all the Members of the 
Society. For fince it is impoſſible that any Govern- 
ment thonld be eſtabliſh'd without Terms of Agree- 
ment which oblige the hole; and fince the very 7 
Nature of all Government ſuppoſes that every | 
Member of it agrees to what the major Part, or fome | 
| Few or One to whom the Management of Public Af- 
fairs is entruſted, fhall decree in their Behalf, and 
for the public Benefit; and it being a Principle 
of the Law of Nature, that all Men ſhould ſtand to 
Covenants; from hence ariſeth tho Original Extent and 
Obligation of all humane Laws. So that the Obli- 
gation of all humane Laws clearly ſtands in to | 


WS, ariſeth | 

(which is the next Thing to be conſider d) the Ex- 
kent and Obligation of them. All humane Laws be- 
ing founded by the Conſent of the People to be go- | 
vern'd by them, either tacit or expreſs, upon ſuch 
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1999 
Vill or original Conſent of the People, diſpoſing k 
their Natural Rights, and the Government of their 
Perſons, on ſuch Terms as they judge may preſerve 
them beſt from unjuſt Harm and Violence. 
Hence the following Corollaries are demonſtrative- 
ly deduc'd. 1f, That all humane Laws actually in 
being, oblige only by the Vill or Conſent of the pre - 
ſent Legiſlative Powers. For ſince it is prov d that 
no Law can bind without the Conſent of thoſe wha 
are to be govern'd by it ; and ſince it is impoſſible 
that the preſent Generation ſhould have conſented ta 
the enacting of what was actually done by thoſe 
paſt; it neceſſarily follows, that all humane Laws 
now in being, either have no Force at all, which is 
abſurd; or have Force only by the Conſent of tha 
preſent Legiſlative Powers, whoſe ill it is always 
preſum'd to be, that all Laws made in Times paſt, 
thou'd atually and at preſent oblige; unleſs they 
declare the contrary, either by expreſly repealing 
them, or by enacting new ones contrary to them, 
which is A facit Repeal ; or unleſs by Time and 
Change of Circumſtances they loſe their Nature and 
End, and fo die of courſe; or are fo uſeleſs and 
unprofitable, ag not to be regarded by thoſe wha 
have the Executive Power of them. 
A Second Corollary which immediately follows, 
3s, that the particular Laws 'of one Natian cannot 


bind the Subjects of another; except while they are 
within the Limits of its Goyernment, and actually 


receive the Benefit and Protection of them, and ſo 
are preſum'd to give a tacit Conſent unto them. 
Nothing but the Law of Nature in General, ex- 


W tends its Obligation to all Nations: and the reveal d 


Law of Cod, to all ſuch as have the Knowledge of 
CCC 

The Extent and Obligetion of humane Laws reach: 

ing over the Whole of every diſtinct Society, whoſe _ 


| common and general Good is preſerv'd by them ; 


PLoyEs that no particular Part can juſtly pretend an 
„%% 7 Exemption 
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Exemption from them; or ſet up what they may 
imagine to be their private Rights, in Oppoſition to 
What is determin d by the reſt, or the major Part, 
or the Legiſlative Power. For That is a Contradi- 


ction to the very firſt Principles of Reaſon, on 
which all Governments by Laws are founded; which 


are, that the najor Part, or thoſe to whom the Legiſ- 
lative Power is by common Conſent entruſted, muſt 
direct and give Laws to the Whole. Otherwiſe, if a 


few be allow'd to judge for themſelves in ſuch Mat- 
ters astheſe, (where there is no ſuperiour Obligation 


incumbent upon them,) in oppoſition to the Laws; 


there muſt be perpetual Civil Wars and Difſentions,. 


Whence it follows from the evident Principles of 


Reaſon already laid down, that whenever it hap- 
pens that the major Part of a Nation, or the Legiſſa- 
tive Power, does any Thing that may be in the Event 
grievous, or bear hard upon the particular Rights of 

{ome others; even tho perhaps a conſiderable Num- 
ber; yet if this cannot eaſily he remedied in a legal 
manner, agreeable to the eſtabliſn'd Methods of Go- 


vernment; it ought to be fubmitted to, upon this 
9 


nfal ible ard never-failing Maxim, that the public 
— and Good is always chiefly to be regarded and 


eh and therefore the private Rights of a 


art , (whenever they happen to interfere,) muſt 
give place to them, 1 3 


* Fomthly, from the above-prov'd Premiſſes This far "MF * 
ther Concluſion is i refiftible;, that as no particulaa 


Perſons of any Society can juſtly claim an Exemp- 


tion from the Force of the Laws, on Pretenſe of any 
Private particular Civil Rights; fo neither can any 


Perſons juſtly pretend independent Eccleſiaſtical Rights, | 


which may interfere with the Civil Rights eftabliſh'd 
by the Laws, or which may exempt their Actions or | 
Perſons from the Authority of the Civil Power. This | 
is evident; becauſe, the Object of the Civil Power 


being the public Good, which cannot be diſpens d 
Wich in any Cale; whatever tendeth to' diſturb of 


(21) | 

deftroy that, muſt immediately come under the (og: 
nizance of the Civil Power. $0 that, let the Matter 
or Action proceed from what Cauſe ſoever, whether 
from Opinion in Religion, or the Exerciſe of Spiri- 
tual Power, or whatever elſe ; it is, fo far as it traly 
tends to diſturb or deftroy the public Peace, of a Ci· 
vil Nature, and may bereſtrain'd by the Civil Power. 
And tho' Religions Rights, and Spiritual Powers con- 
ſequent upon them, are in their Natures different 
from and independent of the Civil Rights and Powers; 
yet the Exerciſe of them with reſpect to all Modes, 
Circumſtances, and Rules or Canons, which are of a 
Civil Nature, muſt ever be ſubordinate to the juſt 
Laws of the Civil Power, never interfere with its 
rightful Jurisdiction; nor ever pretend to exempt 
the Perſons, or Civil Property, either of Laity or 
Clergy, from the Service and Dominion of the Civil 
State. And where the Civil Magiſtrate is of the 
National or legally eftabliſh'd Religion, and En- 
couragements are annex'd to if by his Power and 
Bounty; it is the greateſt Reaſon and Juſtice, that 
his Authority and Connczls ſhould prefide and have 
the ſupreme Direction in, and Cogmzance of, all Ec- 
cleſaaſtical Affairs; that fo there may be a perfect 
Harmony, and uninterrupted Peace and Agreement, 
betwixt Church and State. ))CC 0 
From what has been hitherto ſaid, the Inference 
is undeniable, that to imagine that an Eccleſiaſtical 
Power acting independent in all its Relations from the 
XZ Cw Power, can poſſibly exiſt with it in one and the 

= ſame Scciety, is the moſt wild and nregſonable No» 
tion in the World ; and it 1s to imagine that the 
ſame Perſon may lie under not only different, but 
contrary Obligations at the ſame Time. The una- 
voidable Conſequence is, that the one muſt ſwallow 
up the other; and either the Eccleſſaſtical Power de- 
ſtroy the Civil, as in ſome Popiſh Countries; or the 

| Civil Powers give Laws to the Eccleſiaſtical, as in all 
u Proteſtant, and truly (ho iſtian Countries. 8 © 
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and Mmifters of it, and inveſt them with their pro- 


which may not be deriv'd from them alſo. The 


unleſs it appears that God hath expreſiy pit the Dele- 


that ever read the Goſpel, will or dare pretend this, ſo 3 


Simplicity of the Chriſtian Faith. This would be 


of a miraculous Power; both to keep up every where IK 
an uninterrupted Succeſion, of one Sort of Paſtors; . 
and allo always to prelerve their Faith and Doctrine 
pure, and agreable to the Rule of his reveal'd Will, K. 
and the Terms of Conununion (which they may at 


Tubus it appears that Religion is, and bow it is 
the Object, and within the Bounds of the civil Power. 
And as Men have a natural Right to the Profeiſion 
of Religion, as well as to their Civil Liberty and 
Property; ſo they may entruſt the public ordering of the 
external Circumſtances of that Right, to what Hands 
they pleaſe. And as no Man naturally) can have 2 
Right to govern others in Civil Matters, ſo neither 
in Religious, without their Conſent. And therefore the 
Civil Power may preſide over all Perſons and all Things 
that relate to Religion, and appoint the Public Oficers 


per Powers, and make all Rules relating to good 
Order in the publick Adminiſtration of it. As it is 
a great Miſtake on one hand, to think that there 
are any Civil Powers | even that of Life and Death] 
which are not deriv'd from the People; ſo is it no 
leſs an Error on the other hand, to believe that there | 
are any Spiritual or Religious Powers, the Exerciſe of | 


Caſe is plain beyond Diſpute, in Natural Religion 
And it muſt be the ſame in Reveal'd Religion alſo; 


gation of Chriſtian Spiritual Powers into other Hands, 
with ſtrict and e Command that none but 
thoſe ſhall ever diſpenſe the Powers of the Chriſtian il 


Religion, and that the Benefit thereof ſhall never e 


be convey d thro any other. But, I think, no one 
highly diſbonourable and oppoſite to the Excellence and 
indeed to build the Church of Chriſt, not upon a 


Rock, but a Sandy F oundat ĩoꝝ z which nothing could 3 
maintain, but the perpetual irreſiſtible Concurrenee 


any 


eres, - - A 
- any Time impoſe, upon their 6wn uncertain Ins. 
| || terpretation of Scripture,) free from Superſtition, 
d and all juſt Suſpicion of Error. But in Order to 
preſerve, on ſuch a Scheme, the Communion of the 
Church of Chrift pure, and without all Mixture of 
3 Antichriſtian Corruption; and the Conſciences of Men 
er free from all jut Scruples, and un! Impoſitions ; it 
would be neceſſary that God fthould give not only. 
e Dfallibzlity to the Rulers of it, but alſo ampeccable 
Honeſty in their Decifions ; thatmeither thro' want of 
Knowledge, nor Good- will, they may at any Time 
put the Salvation of any Member of Chriſt's Church 
into Hazard. For if either thro ge Igno- 
rance they cannot, or, thro Perverſeneſs and the in- 
ordinate Love of Power and worldly Intereft, they 
will not put the Terms of Chriſtian Communniorf 
out of all fuſpicion of Error and Corruption, and found = 
them immediately upon the expreſs Rule of Scrip- 
ture; and if, nevertheleſs, it be neceſſary to hold 
Communion with them, in Order to hold Commu- 
ion with Chriſt himſelf, on which Salvation de- 
pends; then muſt Mens Salvation frequently have 
been unavoidably not only hazarded, but fru- 
Wftrated by Means of the Unchriſtian and Tyrannicel 
WM mpoſitions of Eccleſiaſtical Rulers. Which, I think, 
sa Demonftration, that God and Chriſt have not 
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dne ade the Terms of Chriſtian Salvation to depend 
> ſo pon any oncceſton of the Hierarchy, or any parti- 
we d 3% ular Form of Church-Government., The Truth 18. 


be which IJ am bold to ſpeak, becaufe it is Truth;} 
that the Goſpel hath made no Alterations in Mat- 
er of Religion, with Relation to the Civil Gover- 
ors, or the Rights of the People; but what Ecclefiaſti- 


Wag: Higion, they have the fame under the Chriſtian- 
ine nd whatever is or can be pretended for the nde- 
7:11, Nele Spiritual Powers of an uninterrupted Succeſſion 
7 at f Church-Rulers, they are ſtill of a poſitive, nuchange- 


an MF: Nature: And the Church, or Body of Chriſtian 
—— Tech le, 


Fal Powers they had under the Fewiſh or Natural Re- 5 
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Feople, may at any Time defend themſelres againſt 
Tyrannical Rulers, be they who they will, in Spi- 
ritual Affairs, as well as againſt thoſe who govern 
tyrannically in Civil Affairs: And it is always in 
the (Chinch's or Chriſtian People's Power, | and there- 
fore all Spiritual Power as well as Civil is founded in 
their ry: ns! to take ſuch Methods as are neceſ- 
ſary to the Pretervation of their Religion againſt Spi- 
ritual Tyranny ; and to put Spiritual Powers into 
ſuch Hands as will moft effectually preſerve their 
religious Rights, and the Faith of Chriſt moſt pure | 
and uncorrupt. From which Conſideration ' this 
Truth neceſſarily ariſeth, vis. That whatever Form 
of Church Government is at any Time eftabliſh'd 
upon the Right which Chriſtians always bave to 
preſerve their Religion and public Forms of Worſhip 
tree from the Corruptions and Impoſitions of ty- 
rannical Eccleſiaſtical Rulers, it is agreeable to the 
Will of God and of Chriſt, who have given them 
that Right; and ſufficient to convey with full E- 
cacy and Validity all the Powers and Benefits of Re- 
ligion to the ſincere Profeſſors of it. Theſe two 
Conſiderations clearly and fully expoſe the Vealneſi 
and Fallacy of the whole Reaſonings of the Author off 
the Invalidity of N throughout, on this, 
Head; who cou'd not fee, that tho' an Ecclefiaſiical® 
Authority, or Commiſſion, might be neceſſaryto give Va- 
_ tidity to Baptiſm, ſo far as it is a right to vibe 
Church-Communion, | for the Validity of it as a Title 
to the covenanted Mercies of God, cannot, I think, 
neceſſarily depend on any Authority or Commiſſion 
whatever given by Man; and therefore the Que 
ſtion is not rightly ſtated, and, being ſo ſtated. ig 
not at all prov'd by that Author; | yet it could not 
be abſolutely neceſſary, that ſuch Authority or Commiſ 
- ſhow'd be convey d only thro' Eyiſcopal Ordination 
but that it might be validly and efefually convey'l 
thro' the Hands of thoſe Church-Rulers, wel 
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: they are, that are ſettled on the indiſputable Right 
ot the Chriftian Church above-mention'd, 
And tho' Epiſcopacy is indeed, and may eaſily be 
prov'd to be of Apoſtolical Inſtitution, and is, as 
I verily believe, the beſt Form of Eccleſiaſtical Go- 
mM vernment, and worthy to be deſir d and ſought af- 
ter by all Churches; yet it is very weak from hence 
to argue, without any Grounds either from Scripture 
or Reaſon , or even Eccleſiaſtical Teſtimony, that it is 
abſolutely neceſſary to the Being of the Chriſtian. 
Church; and that the Sacraments. and (ovenanted 
Mercies of God cannot be adminiſter'd and con- 
vey'd by any other Means; and that ſo the Church 
of Chriſt muſt entirely ceaſe where theſe are not, 
or cannot be had; or where it may be neceſſary, in 
Order to preſerve Religion free from Unchi iſtian and 
Tyramnca! Impoſitions, to lay theſe aſide. That 
Author, in infiſting thus far, not only has no Sup- 
port from Scripture, Reaſon or Antiquity, but is 
moreover perfectly diſagreeable to the Sentiments of 
the Church of England; whoſe Practice all along has 
ſhewn that it owns the Validity of Baptiſms admini- 
ſter'd with due Matter and Form in any Commu- 
nion; and alſo in feveral * Inſtances hath acknow- 
ledged, and never did nor do's at this Day deny the 
Validityof Presbyterian Ordination inotherc burches.tho? 
all ber own Miniſters are required to have Epiſcopal Or- 
dination. I thought it needful and juſt to make theſe 
Remarks for the Credit and Honour of the Reformation, 
a2 great Part of which is unc h, iſtened by thcUncharitable 
and miſtaken Zeal of many amongſt us, meerly for 
Want of That Order which They have declared 


—— H—— 


* Archbiſhop Bancroft and other Biſhops in 1616,0wn'd the Vai 
lidity of Presbyterian Ordination, and refus'd ro resrdain ſome 


nation Scotiſh Presbyters who were then to be made Efſhops; declaring, 
nyey'd that to doubt it [the Validity of the Orders they had receiv'd _ 
| MF from Presbyters] was to doubt whether there was ary Lawful Vo- 
hoeVO cation in moſt of the Reform d Churches. See Arch-biſhop Spotſ- 
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f they cannot have; and which is no where re. 
veal d, or can ever be proved to be abſolutely necefſ# 
7y to Chriſtianity; nor was ever thought ſo by the 
molt pure primitive Church, or our own wiſe Refor- 


mers, who all along by their Practice, and ſometimes . 
even by || expreſs Declarations, ſhewed themſelves 


to beof a contrary Opinion 


From theſe Conſiderations, two other very ma- 


; terial Conclufions are deduc'd; 1p. That the Sacer- 


dotal Powers of Excommunication, Abſolution, and 
Benediction, do not depend on any Commiſion gi ven 
by Chriſt to one particular Succeſton of Miniſters 3. 
as if God was determin'd to diſpenſe his Mercies 
and Judgments according to their Sentences only, and 


had given them the Key of David with a judicial 


Authority to open and ſhut the everlaſting Doors of the 


Kingdom of Heaven; and had ſaid unto them, 


He whom thou bleſſe eft, 15 5 lefſed and he whom thou curſe |, 


ä 


— — 


F See the Letter of the reform'd Church of Geneva to the Uni- 


verſny of Oxford 


|| Arch-biſhop Whitgift ſays, that ir is the Opinion of the beſt 
Writers, That there is no one certain Kind of Government in the 
Church which muſt be perpetually obferv'd : againſt Carten right 
p. 678. And the Judicious Hooker, ſpeaks the Senſe of the whole 


Ke ormation when he ſays, The Regiment [of Epiſcopacy] is po- 


ficive, and conſequently not abſolutely nece(ſury, bur of a chang- 
able Nature ; becauſe there is no Divine Voice, which in exprets ÞF, 
Words, forbiddeth iz to be chang'ds Preſently after he adds, FF 
That the Church hath Power by univerſal Conſent, upon urgent 
Cauſe, to take ir away, it thercunto ſhe be conſtrain'd rhro' the 
Proud, Tyrannical, and urreformable Dealings of her Bifhops * 
and concludes ; Wherefore leaſt Biſhops forget themſelves, as if 


none on Earth had Authority to touch their States, let them con- 


tinually bear in Mind, that it is rather the Force of Cuftom, . 
whereby the Church having fo long found it good to continue 

under the Regiment of her Vercuous Biſhops, doth fill uphold, 

maintain and honour them in that Reſpect; chan that any ſuch 


true and Heavenly Law can be ſhew'd, by the Evidence whereof 
ic may of a Truth appear chat the Lord himſelf hath appointed 
Presbyters for ever to be under the Regiment of Biſhops, in 


what ſort ſoever they behave themſelves, Ecoleſ. Pol. 7th | 
| Book þ- 380, 381 _ 


7 


N 6279 
3s curſed, Theſe are only the vain Boaſts and 
Terrors of Men, by which the Church of Rome en- 

F deavours to trighten weak Chnitians into her 
Idolatraus Communion, and to gain Proſelytes, that 
ſhe may make them ten Times more (Hildren of Hell 
than they were before; and by which ſome, unwor- 
thy of the Name of Proteſtants, attempt to ſet up a_ 
Popiſh Power in the Proteftant Church, But { beſe ace 
the rightful Powers of every Chriſtian Society, in- 
to whatever Hands the Necejlity of their Circuin- 
ſtances and their Right to preſerve the public Wor- 
{hip of God free from antichriſtzan Superſtition and 
corrupt Impoſition, may have put them. And as 
they are Means of admitting Members into, or exclud- 
ing them from the Viſibie Communion of the Church 
on the Terms of the Goſpel ; which ſeems to be the 
expreſs Scripture-Senſe of binding and looſing rematimg 
and retaining Sins; they are a proper Branch of the Ju- 
dicial Power of Eccleſiaſtical Rulers. But as they 
relate to the Favour of God, and his Covenanted 
- | AMercesthro' Chriſt, and carry with them the aſſu- 
red Title to, or Forteituce of Salvation; they muſt 
immediately depend upon the Conditions of Faith 
eff and Repentance, as required in the Goſpel ; and the 
he P.ieſt can only declare what God hath done, or is 
reſolv'd to do according to the Terms of the Cove- 
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ole ö ds 
o. nant: And no other Pr72/t, but the High-Prizft of our 
PO- FM Profe . X | 1 | 
"ge vl Profeſfion, Chriſt Feſus, who knows the Hearts of 
ets Men, and the whole Will aud Mind of God, and 
25 hath indeed the Key of the Kingdom of Heaven, and 
che Opens and no Man ſhuts, and. ſouts and no Man opens 
ps 2s able anthoritatively to pronounce the irreverſible 

s if WF Sentence of Abſolution or Condemnation upon Sin- 
on- a VN 


nere. 3 1 
lo ſupoſe that any DPrieft, or Miniſter of Jeſus 
3 Chnft, bath by Virtue of his Commiſhon any Au- 
- _ #-ority, properly ſpeaking, to bind or looſe the Sins 
— of Chriſtians, ſo as the Covenanted Merciesof God, 

. and the Eternal Salvation of their Souls ſhall de. 
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the F:dgment of 


pend upon it; is to ſuppoſe that God hath put 
everlaſting Lite and Death out of his own abſointe 
Piſpoſal ; and that Chriſt hath fo far devolv'd both 
his judicial and Mediatorial Office out of his own 


molt righteous and infallible Hands, into thoſe of 


weak, failible. paſtonate and finfu! Men; or that he 
hath bound himfelt not to excerciſe them excluſive of 
the Concurreuce of their Authority. For 'tis an evi- 
dent Truth founded in the Nature and Reaſon of | 
Things, that Whatever is effected by the Authority 


of any Commiſſion, muſt be void and without effeT, | 
where ſuch an Authority is not apply'd : Therefore 
if the Salvation and Condemnation of Chriſtians are 


effected by the Author ity of the Sentence of the . 


Priefts, or cannot be «feed without it; then is | 
That Sentence a neceflary Term or Condition of the 


by ardon and Reprobation of : them z and God muſt ; 
have oblig'd himſelf in the Goſpel- Covenant, to hold | 


his Hand, and to ſtop all Pardons and Condemnations 
from going cut, till the Prieſt hath pronounc'd his | 
_ antheritative and judicial Sentence: So that Chriſt 


hath neither Power from God to paſs Judgment | 


upon wilful and obſtinate Offenders againft his Law, | 
nor can his Interceſton at God's right Hand avail | 
for the Pardon of ſincere Penitents, and faithful Be- 
Lievers, without the Interpoſition of the Prieftly Au- 
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thority ori Earth to ratify his Sentence in Heaven. 


And the Sinner that has the good Fortune to 
eſcape the Judgement of the Prieft, is ſure to eſcape 
2 God dencurced in the Goſpel; "and 
 Hypocrites, whom our Lord has threatned to ct aſun- 


der, Matt. 24. 51, will certainly eſcape both the | 
Edg's of his Sowrd, Rev. 1. 16, and have the beſt | 
Pcticn of Sinners: and on the other Hand, the „u: 


cere Chriſtian, who has livd in the conſtant Fear 


G 
God and walk'd in all the Commandments 'of the 1541 
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hes 
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blameleſs, Luk. 1. 6, if he dies without the Prieftly 
Abſolutꝛon and Eenediction, muſt fall ſhort of the 
great Bleſſpgs and Mercies of the Chritianf 
FF))))) EIT 


Loyenant, and have his Lot amongſt ſocere Infidels 
only. 


But if it cannot be ſaid without the greateſt 
Blaſphemy, that God and Chriſt cannot and do 
not condemn wilful and impenitent Sinners with- 
out the Prieſt s Concurrence, or ſtaying for his judicial 
Sentence; it cannot be {aid without equal Blaſphony, 
that they cannot and do not abſolve Sinners, upon 
their ſincere Converſion, without ſuch Concurrence al- 
ſo. For it is plainly equally agreeable to the Juice 
and Mercy of God, not to Condemn, as not to Far- 
don, without the Interpoſition of his Sentence: 
And no Reaſon can be given, according to the Gof- 


pel-Terms, why 


ful Error and Impenitency thould 
be alone ſufficient to exclude from the Favour of 
God aud eternal Happineſs, without the Sentence of 
the Prieſt to bind their Sins; and yet that tiue Faith 
and Reformation of Life, ſhould not be alſo alone 
ſufficient to reconcile Men unto God thro' Chriſt's 


 Titterceſion, and to receive them into his Glory, 


without their looſing or Abſo'ution. But if in both 
Caſes theſe are alone ſufficient, and have their im- 
mediate Efteds without the Co-operation of the 
Prieſtly Sentence; then hath no Prieſt any proper 
Authority in thoſe Matters, which no ways depend 
upon, or are effected by it. And therefore if every 
Prieſt was really infallible and could not err in pro- 
nouncing Sentence of Abſolution or Excommunication , 
it would {till be only a certain Declaration of what 


God had already done; and could have no real 


Authority in it. So that all that can peſſibly be 
meant, con ſiſtent with Reaſon and Religion, by the 
Authority of the Sacerdetal Commiſſion in theſe Af- 
fairs of Mens eternal Salvation, is, that every 
Prieſt by his Eccleſtaſlical Commiſſion, as a public 
Miniſter of the Goſpel, hath Power or Authority to 
declare in a public Manner to the Aſſembly of Chri- 
ſtian People, what God thro' Chriſt hath promis'd or 
threatned, and will ceitainly perform and execute wn 
ON the Conditions of the Chriſtian Covenant, which 


are 


* 


1 are declared to be no other than Faith and Re- 

1 pentance. And as no ſenfible and reaſonable Man e- I. 
31 ver did or will deny this Power or Authority to the Bo 
1 Criſtian Pic hood; ſo whoever at any Time ſhall flo 
WJ claim more, does with the greateſt Blaſpbemy and Po- IN of 
1 1  faneneſs uſurp the P erogative of Chrift, and place f un 
Ha "himſelf in his and God's ſtcad; and whoever de- 


pends upon ſuch pretended Authority for Salvation, Pe 
puts his Truſt in the 4rm of Fleſh, and in effect Bu. 
= makes Man his Maſter, Father, Fudge and Saviour, Ke 
=  adly, From the true Rights of the Church of . 
3 Chbriſt it clearly follows, That the Unity of the I 
T2 Church ſo much inſiſted on in Scripture, is not 14 
founded in an bwiolable Adherence to an winter» ch 
rupted Succeſſion of Epiſcopal Rulers, which is im- K. 
poſſible to be certainly proved that it in, or where it . 
75, and from which it may be neceſſary, as I have | ta 
proved, to depart : but in adhering to ( briff wf Ine 
the Head, by a found and lively Faith, and owning all | 
who do ſo, according to the ind iſpenſable Rule of Goſ- 1 
pel- Charity and Brotberly Love, to be Members of his Il Y 
Myftical Body. So that there may poſſibly be a Se para- tl 
tion from Epijcopacy, without a Schiſm in the Catholis I 
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bl, Church, as well aswith it; and Chriſtian Communion | k 


may be maintained amongſt thoſe who have different © 
Forms of Church-Government. And if, inftead WF” 
of endeavcuring to impoſe upon, wichriften, curſe, and | 
damm each other, we ſtudied Union and Reconcilcr * 
t 

© 


_— 


ment by Chriſtian Methods, and owned each other 


1. „ Chriſtian Brethren; the Conſequence we might * 
144 juſtly hope would be, to fee a ſpeedy End of our 
4:18 unchriſtiam Animoſities and Diviſions, Abundance W* 
; 15 | _—_ Feace and mutual Forbearance. And if the dif- 5 t 
- ferert Meaſure of Light, and Spiritual Underſtanding, It 
ay which God hath given, would not ſuffer us wholly | v 
"ps to unite in one vifble conſtant Communion of the | b 
7:0 Church militant on Earth; yet reciprocal Love and | J 
_ "= Charity, and the ſame Chriftzan Affections one to: l 
1 55 wards another, would certainly te us by the : 
1 . 5 „ N Boyd . 


| any Ruler but God and their own Reaſon. 
ro the Profeſſion of Religion ix general, 


Bond of the ſame Spirit from whom theſe Graces 
flow, in the inviſihlie Communion and Fellowſhip 
of the Saints, and Cbriſt the Head of the Church Tri- 
umphant in Heaven, 98 r 
But Fifthly; As humane (Civil Laws extend to all 
Perſons and all Things, that may promote the 
public Good; ſo they do not extend in Matters of 


Keligion tarther, than amongſt thoſe who are agreed 
with the Civil Govenors in the ſame Religion and 


May of Wexſhip. The Reaſon is plain: Men's Natu 


ral Rights to Civil Liberty and Property, which 


chiefly regard the external Actioxs, are the ſame is 
Kind amongſt all Men; and ſo the ſame Laws, 


with reſpe& to them, equally extend to the Advan- 


tage and Good of all; and the public Peace can- 
not be ſecur'd, unleſs all are oblig'd by them. But 


Men's Religins Rights, whether Natural or Superna- 


tural, are of different kinds, depending upon the in- 
ward Perfwaſion of the Mind concerning God, and 
the moſt pure and acceptable Manner of ſerving and 
worſhipping him; which is very different in Man- 

kind, and cannot be brought under one Law : And 


the true unpretended Rights of Religion, can never 
interfere or be inconſiſtent with the Right sof others, 
XZ whether religious or civil, or hurt the public Peace or 
Good; and are, as I oblerv'd, in their Nature, en- 

tirely independent of all Civil Government. And 

tho Men may jrf!y and in Duty confent in matter 
of Action relating to civil Liberty or Property, to 
remit ſomething of their Right, or ſuffer Loſs for 
the public Good and Peace; yet in Matters of Opi- 

nion, and inward Perſwaſion of Mind, they can ne- 
ver poſſibly on any Account lawfully comply with, 
er agree to any Thing, that is contrary to their 
Judgment; i. e. they cannot be oblig*d to profeſs 
as Truth, what they believe to be a wrong Faith, 


or falſe Doctrine; or to ſubmit their Conſezences to 
So that 
or the 
owning 
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. 
owning and worſhipping of God, aud the Perform? 
ance of virtuous and moral Actions, be the ſuprenie 
Civil Magiſtrate's principal Care and Concern; 
without which no Society can he fate or happy; 
yet the particular Modes of Religion, whether Natural, 
Jewiſh, or Chriſtian, or any of the Diviſions ot thoſe 
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Wer. Modes, may be entirely exempt from his Juriſdi- 


ction. And that he gives any Direction in the various 
_ Fornis of religious Worſhip, is merely accidental, and 
oh! no way eſſential to the Civil Authority with which he | 


—— 


— 


— 
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5 is entruſted; and properly belongs to him. only 
19 with reſpectto thoſe, with whom he profeffeth the 
134 | ſame Religion. As every Mam lies under the in- 
Fg diſpenſable Obligation of worſhipping God after 
1534 that manner which he conceives to be moft agree- 
129 able to the Divine Will; ſo he can neither give, 
1 nor can another uſurp any Authority over his Con- 
1 ſcience in this Matter: And when a Number or 
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VV 
which may invade or encroach upon his Civil Rights, 
or the Public Good. So that a free Toleration, and 


open Exerciſe of Religion, in that Way which Men 


think moſt pleaſing to God, and to promote beſt their 


own Salvation, 1s to be allowed to all ; and no Law 
can ever juſtly be made in Prohibition of it. Hence 
it is prov'd that all Penal Laws made againſt any 
particular Opinions or Doctrines of any Religion, that 


have no Influence on the Public Peace or Good, are 


unj uſt in their own Natures, and can have no Force, 
or ever oblige the Judges of them, whether Eccleſi- 
aſtical or Civil, to put them in Execution. The 
Reaſon is moſt evident, from what has been already 
faid. The Law of Man is only Judge of Principles, 
Words, and Actions, relating to the Public Good. 
Therefore let any Opinions or Doctrines in Religion 
ſeem ever ſo wrong, or to be attended with ever ſo 
abſurd and unreaſonable Conſequences, yet if they 
have no direct and immediate Tendency to diſturb or 
deſtroy the Public Peace, they lie not before Man's, 
but only God's Tribunal, who alone knows the Heart, 
and the Sincerity of Men's Conſciences, to whom 
therefore only they are to give an Account of them. 
Hence, tho' any Body of Men [ who are all alike 
Fallible] was really infallible in Matters of Religion, 
yet they could not, unleſs they could convince others 


1 that they were ſo, have any Right to impoſe their 
Opinions on them, or to judge thoſe who differed 


from them. So that Perſecution in Matters of Re- 
ligion, is a certain Mark of Antichri, and directly 


9 | oppoſite to Him who rebuked his own Diſciples for 
deſiring Leave to call Fire (even) from Heaven, to 


conſume the ſchiſmatical Samaritans ;, and told them 


that he came not to deftroy Men's Lives, but to ſave 


them, Luke 9. 54, 55» 56. 3 | 3 
That therefore the public Profeſſion of Religion, 
and the Worſhip of God, is Man's juſt and unalienable 
Right, and can never poſlibly in its own Nature in- 
terfere with the juſt es "tes Civil Government þ 
5 an 
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and that no Man can have a Right to make Laws for h 
Others in Matters of mere Religion, or to puniſh V 
another for non-Compliance in any Point of mere f 
Religion and Cenſcience; is evidently agreeable, not t 
only to the State of Natural Religion, bur alſo to n 
the Chriſtian Revelation; wherein Chriſt, the great P 
Revealer of God's Will, hath eſtabliſhed his Religi- h 
on on ſuch Doctrines and Duties, the ſincere Profeſſi- fe 
on and Exerciſe of which, can never be inconſiſtent O 
with the Civil Power or the Public Good of Mankind, ot 
but tend highly to advance the Authority of the one, {c 
and the Happineſs of the other; and in enforcing Obe- ne 
dience to his Goſpel, hath thought fit to appoint no ſt 
Penalties to the Rejectors or Tranſgreſlors of his A 
Laws, but the /pirirnal and inviſible Terrors of a fu- re 
ture State; and no other Excouragements to the ſin- ſe 
cere Profeſſors and Obſervers of them, than the Joys he 


and Happineſs of the other World, And, no doubt, of 

the true Reaſon of eſtabliſhing his Laws in this man- by 
ner, was; that, requiring internal Sincerity, and the | M 

Obedience of the Heart and Conſcience, as only accep- i ©! 

table to God; he ſaw that Temporal Rewards and Ci 
Puniſhments could have no Effect or Influence upon 
theſe; but on the contrary, that ſo far as Worldly 
Motives and Temptations. prevailed upon Mens 
Minds, and were the Springs and Cauſes of their | 

out ward Profeſſion of Religion, ſo much leſs could | 
the Love of God, and Fear of offending him, which 

is the only Foundation of all true Religion, prevail 

to the ſincere Worſhip of him in Spirit and in Truth. 
And he alſo ſaw, that the Countenance or Terrors of 

Men, which are viſible and preſent, if applied to his | 
Religion, tho' they might influence the external Pro- 

feſſion more than the Terrors or Rewards of the il 

Lord, which are izviſible and future; yet they could | 
never convince the Underſtanding, and rule the Heart, 

and fo lead Men to the Truth with Sincerity; and 
that, in Conſequence, Men might be Hypocrites and 
Diſſemblers with God, and ſa ſubjet themſelves to 
W be 4 
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his Diſpleaſure, under the Profeſſion of the true as 


well as a falſe Religion. Therefore ſiuce the Pro- 


feſſion of Chriſtianity is abſolutely in its own Na- 


ture independent of all Civil Government, and can 


never interfere with the Exerciſe of any rightful 
Powers of it; no Human Authority whatſoever can 
have a Right to make Laws of Religion and Conſcience 
for the Chriſtian State, or to enforce Subjection and 
Obedience to thoſe which Chriſt has made, by any 


other Motives, Rewards or Puniſhments, than he him- 


ſelf hath annexed to them. This would be evidently, 
not only to invade his Kingdom, but to call in que- 
ſtion his Divine Wiſdom, as if he knew not what 
Arguments were moſt likely to prevail with Men to 
receive, and what Sanctions were moſt proper. to 
ſecure Obedience to his Laws, Bence it appears 
how contrary both to Reaſon and the expreſs Will 
of Chriſt it is, for any Human Power to endeavour. 
by Temporal Rewards and Puniſhments to compel 
Men to the Profeſſion of even the true Religion; as if 
Obedience to God by Religion, was, like that to the 
Civil Magiſtrate, only the Conſent in outward Acti- 
on and Behaviour. The Ends of Human Laws are 
indeed fulfilled by Men's outward actual Compliance 
to the Injunctions of them; and therefore Temporal 
Rewards and Puniſhments are ſuitable Jeans and 
Motives to theſe Ends: But the End of true Religi- 


Jon, or of the Divine Laws of the Goſpel, being Obe- 


dience to God in Sincerity of Heart and Conſcience, 


Jon a thorow Perſuaſion of the Truth of them; this 
can never be effected by mere external Actions, or 
by any other Motives or Conſiderations, than what 
can immediately be applied to the Conviction of the 
Dnderſtanding: To which ſince no Human Power 
can ever reach, it is not only 1274025, but unrea/ſonas * 


ble, to make Penal Laws in Matters of pure Religi- 


gon; the Execution of which may make many Hypo- 
Writes, and ruin the Sos of many, who might othere 


Wiſe be ſaved in the ſizcere Proleſſion of even many 
Ea E 2 Erxrors; 


(36) 
Errors; and tends alſo to confirm the Prejudices of 
others againſt Truth, who were ready to have 
been brought over to it by the Human and Chriſtian 
Motires of Reaſon and Argument; but can never 
poſfibly bring Honour or Encreaſe to the true Re- 
ligion, or make one ſincere Follower of Chriſt. 
But ſtill more particularly to obſerve what 1 
have all along hinted in this Argument: Tho' Te- 
leration in the Profeſſion of Religion be a natural 
Right common to all Mankind, and ſuch as r0 
Man can either give up to, or lawfully reſtrain in 
another ; yet no Teleration can be pleaded in Fa- 
vour of thoſe, who profeſs to hold any Opinions, 
or teach any Doctrines, or do, in Conſequence of 
ſuch Dod@rines, any thing inconſiſtent with ether 
Men's Rights, whether Religious or Civil, or the | 
Public Good. For tho' we may not judge 'of other 
Men's Sincerity of Heart, or their meer inward 
Sentiments; yet we may judge when our own 
Rights are invaded (as they may be) by any pro- 
 Tefſed Principles, Words or Actions; and may de- 
fend cur ſelves againſt them, let them proceed 
from what Cauſe Toever : x tho it be a Zeal for 
what others may think Truth, or for the Glory þ 
of God. Nay, even the Sincerity of no Man's 
Principles, Words or Actions, Chowſoever it may 
excuſe them in the Sight of G, ] can excuſe 
them to Man, when they become injurious to 
1 1 
For this reaſon, Atheiſts have no Right to be to- F 
erated in any Nation, being by their Principles E- 
n: mies to all Mankind; and Papiſts have leſs Right 
to be Tolerared in any Proteſtant Nation, as being by 
their Principles not only permitted, but obliged to be 
Traiters to al Proteſtant Governments, and bound in . 
Coaſcience, when ever it is in their Power, for the 
Good of the Church, to deſtroy them. We of this 4 
Nation have all along, ever fince the Reformation, 
Had Experience e, and of late a freſh Inſtance T th 5 
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Truth. And tho? indeed it is true [as an ingenious 
and honeſt Gentleman has lately Þ obſerved,] that 
Puniſhments have no immediate or direct Tendency 
to convince the Minds of Atheiſts, and he might 
have added Papiſts; yet (I apprehend) it is a Mi- 


ſtake to think that they may not be juſtly puniſh'd 


for their profeſs d Principles, or rather indeed Want 
of Religion; (becauſe Civil Puniſhments are not in- 
tended, [as he ſeems to think, J ro convince the Un- 
derſtanding, but to ſecure and preſerve the Rights of 
Others whether Religious or Civil, and the public 
Peace and Good, which are openly invaded and di- 
ſturb'd by ſuch Principles:) Whoſe Infidelity takes off 
from the One, all Obligation of doing what is Right; 
and whoſe Bigottry and Superſtition lays upon the Other, 
the ſtrongeſt Obligations of doing the greateſt Wrongs, 
He that ſhall declare that there is no ſuch Thing as 
Morality or Property, and that by Conſequence all 
Actions are in themſelves indifferent; and that no 
Obligation lies upon him either from Religion, or gi- 
ving his Word, or Promiſe, or Oath, or entering 
into any Kind of Covenant, to preſerve the Lives or 
Poſſeſſions of others; ſuch Errors as theſe, which pro- 
ceed from Atheqm, and ſtill more from Popery, ng- 
ceſſarily lead, and would infallibly cauſe Men to invade 
in Practice the Rights and Properties of others, when- 
ever they found any Intereſt, Satisfaction, or Ad vau- 
tage in ſo doing; and do evidently in their Nature 
diſturb the Peace of all Societies. And therefore 
Perſons profeſſing ſuch Principles, which zeceſſarily 
lead to Practices hurtful to the Rights of others, can 
have no Right to be tolerated or protected by any Go- 
vernment. The Obligation to any Allegiance or Sub- 
miſſion to Which, they aeny in the oe Caſe: and to 
deſtroy it, whenever it is in their Power, they profe/s 
in the other Caſe. 8 N 


n 


1 Mr, Chubb's Enquiry concerning Property, P. 19, 20. ; 
e | N Having 
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Having been thus large, upon Account of the 
Importance of the Subject, in proving the Reaſonable- 
ne ſs of Toleration in Matters of Religion, ſuch as in- 
terferes not with the true Intereſts or Nights of the 
Civil State; it will not be amiſs briefly to touch the 
Miſchiefs and ill Conſequences following the Refuſal 
—_ 2 - 

The immediate ill Conſequence which appears, is, 
that it contracts the Aﬀections of the Subjects, and 
by Conſequence weakens the Hands and Power of a 


Government. When Men are deny'd the Counte- 


nance and Favours of a Government, and it may be 


puniſh'd with Civil Penalties, merely for non-com- 


pliance in Matters of Religion againſt their Conſcien- 
ces; it preſently and naturally raiſes Uneaſineſs, hard 
Thoughts, and Diſaffection. They care not how 
little they ſerve its Intereſts, when no Reward or 


Protection is to be expected from it ; and ſo it caſts a 
Damp upon Trade and Induſtry : And if it happens 


(as it generally does, when once Perſecution is begun,) | 
that thro' the Means of Urncharitable and Superſtitions | 


 Governours, the Laws are very ſevere, and often put 
in Execution; it throws all Things into a Ferment, 


and there is great Danger of Civil War and Confuſi- 


on. How many Nations have been even depopulated, 
when the Unchriſtian Fury of perſecuting Princes | 


hath prevail'd? and how much Blood of Loyal Sub- a 


jects hath been baſely ſpilt, by Religious Maſſacres? . 
And on the other Hand, have not ſome Princes juſt- mh 
| ly loſt their Crowns, by their injurious and outTragious 3 
Invaſion of their People's religious Rights? But bleſ- MW 
| fed be God! and glorious and immortal be the Memo- 0 


ry of the Revolution] by which the Sting of Perſecu- 
tion Was drawn out of this Nation, and (I hope) the 


lame of it will he no mare heard amongſt us! And 


as Perſecution is moſt oppoſite to the beſt Policy, as well | 


as the beſt Religion; fo tis molt agreeable to both, i | 


that all thoſe who are equally ſerviceable to any Go- 
| | — vernment, 


(39) 
rerfiment, ſhould be equally entitled to the Favours 
of it. 8 1 1 
come now to conſider the Particular Nature, De- 
fon, Extent, and Obligation of Eccleſiaſtical Lams; 
which I ſhall only take Notice of with Regard to the 
State of the Chriſtian Religion. 2 „ . 
The Nature or Grounds of Civil and Eccleſiaſtical 

Laws, are much the ſame, both in Subſtance and 
Modes; the Subſtance of Civil Laws being founded in 
Principles of Natural Reaſon, and that of Chriſtian 
* Eccleſiaſtical Laws on the Principles of God's reveald 
Will; which is the Law of Nature improv'd and per- 
fected with ſome additional and poſitive Injundions of 
practices and Doctrines of Faith, ſuperadded, and 
| Wl moſt agreeable to it. The Modes or Circumſtances 
of Both, have exactly the /ame Foundation, viz. the 
” RE Will and Judgment of the public Rulers, ordering 
L Mſich decent Rites and Ceremonies as properly at- 
tend the public Profeſſion and Execution of them. 
hut the great Difference betwixt Civil and Eccleſiaſti- 
3 
6 
7 
| 
7 
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cal Laws, is this; viz. That as the Laws of the civil 
state are moſt imperfect at firſt, and continually im- 
prove and grow more perfect by Time, and by the 
Experience of the Neceſſities and Benefits of the Pub- 
lic, which gives continual Occaſion to the Exerciſe of 
the Civil Power in making ew Laws; and alſo are 
Wneceſſarily changeable, both by reaſon of the Ignorance 
nd [-fi-mities of thoſe who make them, who are not 
Þ'wayes able, or do not always endeavour to provide 
hat is beſt and fitteſt for the Whole; and alſo by 
Change of Circumſtances, which gives Occaſion to the 
epealing of Old Laws: On the contrary, the Laws of 
be Corijtian State are perfect at firſt, being enacted by 
n allmiſe infallible Authority; and fo are neither ca- 


d ö | able of Addition or Diminution, by Time or Change 
Il t Circumſtances ; and the Goſpel is, at all Times, 
h, Mund in all Places, the great Statute- Book which con- 


{Wins the zrrepealable Laws of Chriſtianity. So that 
he Exerciſe of Power properly Eccleſiaſtical, only con- 
l cerns 
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the Law of Chriſt either in Point of Faith or Practice, the 
clearly expreſsd in the Goſpel. Pare an 


poſe that any Doctrine not clearly contain'd in it, can 
de neceſſary to Salvation, which is the only End off 


cerns the appointing of public Minifters, making fre 
Rules or Canons for their Qualifications and Behavi- the 
our, and inſtituting the Forms and decent and orders 


iy Manner of public Worſhip 3 the admitting all ſuch 75 : 
into Communion, as are quality'd by the Goſpel ; and filz 
rejecting from Communion ſuch as will not ſubmit to ſea 


Hence it appears, Firſt, that no Chriſtian Church, or ¶ 4h, 


Chriſtian Eccleſiaſtical Governours, have any Power +, 
or Right to impoſe upon any Perſon, any Doctrine as a ma 
Part of Chriſtianity, or as neceſſary to Salvation, which tio 


is not clearly and expreſly contain'd and declared to be 
neceſſary in the Goſpel. This is evident, becauſe the. j.q 
Goſpel is the »nalterable Rule of Chriſtian Faith, andi oh. 
therefore moſt clearly contains all that is neceſſary for! Ri 


- a Chriſtian to believe; otherwiſe That can be now 2% 
Rule; whoſe Directions, neceſſary to the Ed of its 
being a Rule, are not plain, clear and expreſs : And 


if it be a Rule, tis an expreſs Contradiction to ſup/| 


the Rule. The Learned Mr. Thorndike delivers a ve. 
ry inconſiderateand dangerous Doctrine upon this Head 
when he ſays, [Werghts and Meaſures, Ch. 6. P. 36. 
Therefore, neither is Chriſtianity clearly deliver'd by tha 


the Apoſtle's Writings clear in Things nec eſſary to Salve ©, 
tion, but ſuppoſing the Knowleage of That Chriſt Gl BY 
[by Tradition, he means, which is a very uncertain D. 
Rule, ] whereby we are Sav'd; And asks, What Mar th: 
zs there extant in the Scripture, to diſtinguiſh Thai the 
which is neceſſary to Salvation, from that which is not ¶ not 
As if the Scriptures were not a clearer Rule to explail Go 
themſelves by in Things neceſſary to Salvation, thai Ou; 
Tradition, Which is not only not infallible, but is c, 2:4 
rupted, and frequently contraditts it ſelf in delivering ar 
Doctrines of very great Moment: And as if til the 
Ma 


certain and only Mark to diſtinguiſh Things ws . 
= 5 N 8 | | . rom 


=, Io 

from Things Unneceſſary to Salvation, was not, that 
the former are clearly, expreſly, and indiſputably, not 
only contair'd in the Scriptures, but alſo clearly decla- 


I ed therein to be the Terms of Salvation, and may ea» 


ſily be underſtood by all who diligently and ſincerely 
to ſearch the Scriptures only; And that the Larter, ei- 
ther ate not reveal'd at all, or not clearly, expreſiy, 
and indiſputably revealed; or at leaſt not revealed as 
Ol the Terms of Salvation: and therefore Men ought not 
er to impoſe any ſuch Doctrines on one another; and 
548 may differ about them without any Hazard of Salva- 
tion on either Side. 125 . „ 
Secondly, It follows, that all Perſons who acknow- 
he ledge the Goſpel to be the Rule of their Faith, and 
oblige themſelves to live according to it, have a 
for Right to Chriſtian Communion, and to be admitted as 
no {ble Members of the Church of Chriſt; and there- 
fore no Doctrine can be juſtly impos'd as a Term of 
cCommunion, Which is not alſo clearly contain'd in the 
up, Scriptures, and therein too as a neceſſary Part of Chri- 
an ſtianity. For this is again to deny the Go/pel io be 
the Rule of Chriſtianity, by denying it to be the Rule 


ot chriſtian Communion, which Chriſtianity was de- 
ach ſign'd to eſtabliſh: And ſince all are entitled to 
6. Chriſtian Communion, that are entitled to Chriſtian 
F 4 Salvation; and ſince all are entitled to Chriſtian Sal- 
vation, that believe expreſly or implicitly all the Do- 
2 ctrines contain'd in the Scriptures, makiag them the 
111) Kule of their Faith and Practice; tis evident that no 


Doctrine ought to be a Term of Chriſtian Communi n, 
that is not alſo a Term of Chriſtian Salvation. Aud 
therefore any Doctrine, however true in itſelf, yet if 
not prov'd to be clearly and expreſly contaln'd in the 

%% el, and That too as a Part of Chriſt's Religion, 
W ought not to be impos'd as a Term of Chriſtia, Com- 
union: And whoever inſiſt to impoſe any ſuch Do- 
ctrine, are Schiſmatical, and muſt be aniwerable for 
the Breach of Chriſtian Peace and Unity, Which it 
may occaſton. GE N — 
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To aſſert a Right in any Church or Ecclefiaſtical 

State to make any Doctrine an Article of Faith, or 


Term of Communion, that Chriſt himſelf hath not ex- 
preſiy made ſo; and to bind it [under the Notion of 


Interpretation of Scripture, or any other Pretence 


wiuhatſoever, ] upon the Conſciences of Chriſtians, as 
a Law of Chriſtianity, with the Sanctions of Rewards 
and Puniſhments; is equally abſurd, and attended 


with equal miſchievous Conſequences to Religion, as 
it would be to 2% Civil State to aſſert to the Subor- 
dinate or Executive Power of it a Right to enact yew 
Laws and Terms of Civil Allegiance, or ſo to diſpenſe 
with the ſtanding Laws already made with the Con- 


ſent of the Subject, as to oblige the Subject to Submit 


to the Explanation it ſhould at any Time give, as the 


unalte rable Senſe and Meaning of the Law; and to be 
ruled by them, without, having Power to apeal either 


to the Legiſlators themſelves for the true Senſe, or to 
the plain and expreſs Words and meaning of the Law 


it felt; and to be puniſh'd for Diſobedience to thoſe 
_ Interpretations, as it it was for Breach of the Law it 
ſelf. As ſuch a Power granted to, or aſſum'd by any 
Civil Governour, who had only the Executive Power 
of the Laws, would preſently make the Laws them- i 
ſelves ot no Uſe; but inſtead thereof his own Inter-. 
pretation would become the Law; and ſo he would | 
rule as arbitrarily as if there was no Law to limit or 
controul his Power; and the Liberties and Properties iſ 
of the Subject would be in as much Danger, as if | 
there was no Law to protect and ſecure them: So a 
like Power inveſted in the Governours of the Church, 
who are only ſubordinate Powers and Executors of the 
Law of Chriſt, who is gone to Heaven and hath left i 
his Goſpel as the e and only Rule of Conſcience i 
and Ailegiaice to him, and the only Term of Com- 
munion and Fellowſhip with him, enforc'd with ſuch | 
Sanctions of Rewards and Puniſhments as he thought i 
moſt proper to propoſe to the Subjects of his King- | 
d uo — . 
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dom; I ſay, a like Power in Men to interpr et be 
their fallible Senſe, this infallible law; without by- 
ing either able to appeal to the Legiſlator himſelf, 
or permitting his Subjects to appeal to the expreſs 
Words and plain Meaning of his Law; and to ob- 
lige them to ſubmit to their Interpretations either 
in Point of Faith, Worſhip, or Religious Prattice, as 
to the Law of Chriſt; and to puniſh them with the 
Loſs of all Chriſtian Privileges, for refuſing to be 
rul'd by Them as by the Law of Chrift . What is 
this, but to arrogate a Power of enacting new Laws 
for Chriſt's Subjects; to be as arbitrary in Chriſt's 
Kingdom, as if it was their own; and to Tyrannize 
over the Faith and Liberty of Chriſtians as much, as 
it they had no other Maſter, and were accountable 
to no other Lord; or as if Chriſt the Son of God 
had never come and made them frce Denizons of his 
Kingdom? of ns 
| Again, as the Exerciſe of ſuch a Power over the 
Laws of a State, commonly ends either in Tyranny | 
End Oppreſſion, and openly ſetting the Laws aſide, 


Wn, HC ES. Cod oe 


* end ruling at meer Will and Pleaſure; or elſe in Re- 
-r Won, and the Deſtruction of the Governours, and 
J- 


Petting up a New Kingdom: ſo in the Church, it is 
Ine great Inlet to Errors and Superſtitions ;, and either 
ads in Eccleſiaſtical Tyranny, and ſubſtituting . 
g Doctrines in Order to promote Worlaly Power 


5 7 


0 id Intereſt, inſtead of the Truth of Chriſt in or- 

if er to promote the Glory of God and the eternal 
> 4 vation of the Souls of Men; or elſe it occaiions a 
1 reach of Union, and ſetting up ſeparate Communi- 
hel 


Nc te, and laying the Foundation of irreconcileable 
left 7 PLvilions and Animoſities, to the Deſtru&ion of all 
nce riſtian Peace and Charity. And as the Go/pel is the 
m- h Rule of Chriſtian Faith ; and no Truth, depend- 
uch ; 8 upon Revelation, can ever certainly be known, 
ght Aich is not clearly expreſs'd in it; and fo no humane 
ing uthority can ever be ſufficient to make or eſtabliſh 
Article of Faith, or oblige Men's Conſciences ta 
V lecelve 
IJ 
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themſelves: So the ſame Goſpel 1s alſo the only Rule 
of Chriſtian Communion and Worſhip. And as we 


acceptable unto him 1a any other Manner, than 


X 000000 


Form, than is expreſty preſcrib'd in Scripture, and : 
was practis'd by the Apoſtles. As God is moſt high-| 
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rent Honour than they have expreſly requir'd at our, 


ford complete Matter for Faith and Worſbip; and ny 


the preat and plain Doctrines and Duties of th 


c 


5 F 
receive for Matter of Belief what it ſhall enjoyn on 


its own meer Authority, without an expreſs Appeal 
to the plain Senfe and Words of the Scriptures 


can never be ſure of holding a Faith acceptable to 
God, but by keeping ſtriitly to the Rule of Scrip- Þ 
ture, wherein it was once deliver'd to the Saints; fo we | 
cau never be ſure of performing Chriſtian Worſhip ſ | 


a "ao. i. 


Chriſt has preſcrib'd in the Goſpel. As it 1s no 
Commenc'a'ion to our Faith, to believe more than 
the Word of God hath feveal'd; ſo it is no Honour 
to God or Chriſt, to worſhip them in any other 


ly glorify'd by Chriſt in the Goſpel-Diſpenſation, ſo] 
we can never juſtly think to glorify him more by a 
Worſhip that he has not commanded, As therefore no 
diſputable Opinions, or Doctrines not clearly delive-R 
red in Scripture, ought ever to be inſerted into 
Creeas, left we believe we know not what; ſo ovghti 
they much le to come into the Forms of public 
Worſhip, leſt we worſhip we know not what, While we 
are pretending to be Miſe above what is written, and 


vainly thinking to give God or Chriſt more or diff 
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Hands, we may be in danger of coming ſhort of | 
true Gojpei-Faith, and of offering up our Prayers to 
a wrong Object, and makiug our Worſhip juperſt:: 
ou and immoral, Undoubtedly the Scriptures aff 


controverſial Opinions whatſoever, ought to be mix 
ed with what is angueſtionably true and holy, with 


Goſpel; but ſhould always be left for the Subject 9 
Men's private Studies and Enquiries. What Con 
fulion in the Chriſtian Faith and Wor ſpip hath ti 
Church of Rome introduced, by departing from 4 


7 þ 
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Rule of Scripture, and ſetting up Human Authority 
for a Judge in Matters of Religion? And almoſt all 
the Schiſms that ever happened in the Church, have 
been owing to Men's impoſing upon one another, for 
Articles of Faith, and Terms of Communion, their 
own weak, and oft-times paſſionate and uncharitable 
Deciſions, under the commanding Term of neceſſary 
Truths; and pretending that Chriſt hath ſpoken, 
what was only the Voice of Human Senſe and fallible 
judgment. If we examine into Eccleſiaſtical Power, 
as exerciſed by the Church immediately after the 
Times of the 4poſtles, we ſhall find that the Terms of 


© Baptiſm were the only Terms of Communion; and no- 


thing more was required to continue, than to make 


Men Members of the Church. The Creed they en- 


joined, was nothing but an uncontroverted Para- 
phraſe upon the Form of Baptiſm taken expreſly out of 

the Scriptures; and they never impoſed upon either 
Clergy or Laity any other Terms of Communion : 
And always tock Care that their public Forms of 
Worſhip were clearly and without all Diſpute agree- 
able to Scripture. Nothing dubious, nothing of diſ- 


" put able Doctrine, occurred in them; but all their 


Prayers, Bleſſings, and Doxologies, began and ended 
exactly agreeable to the Forms and expreſs Directions 
of Chriſt himſelf and his Apoſtles recorded 1n Scrip- 
ture; as appears from the moſt ancient Liturgies. 
And when ever any Here ſies aroſe, they never alter d 
thereupon their One Baptiſmal Creed, [eſteeming it 
always unlawful to add to, or diminiſh one Tittle 
from the Rule of Faith which was delivered to them, 
nor their public Prayers; but contented themſelves 
to contute them by their Preaching and Writings. 
Thus the Peace of the Church continued unmoleſted 
amidſt all the Storms of Perſecution, for the Firſt and 
almoſt Second Centuries. But in the Third Century, 

when Men had begun to impoſe their human, fallible, 
and paſſionate Deciſions. upon one another; the 
Weſtern Church impoſing their Time of keeping Ea- 


ſter 
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ſter upon the Eaſtern, contrary to the moſt ancient 


Cuſtom, and excommunicating them for non-Compli- 
ance ; and afterwards the Churches of Africa and the 


Eat contending with the Weſtern with great Ani- 
moſity, and grievouſly calumniating each other for 
Difference of Sentiments about the Baptiſm of Here- 
tricks, neither Side being yet able to produce the E- 
vidence of Scripture for themſelves; that mutual Love 
and Charity, with which the Churches had embrac'd 
each other in ſuch eminent manner from the Times 
of the Apoſtles, began to cool and languiſh, And at 
laſt, in the Fourth and Fifth Centuries, Churches im- 
poling upon one another, even by the Force of the 


Temporal Sword, their own ancertain, Philoſophical 


Notions, as Articles of Faith, under Pretence of ex- 
plaining Scripture, and obviating heretical Opinions; 
and not being contented with that Meaſure of Faith, 


which had ever been ſufficient for the Church from 
the beginning; and refuſing to keep within the 
Bounds which the Holy Ghoſt had ſet; and after 


they had once begun, finding no End of making 


new Creeds, and enlarging the old ones; anathemati- 


⁊ing, ercommmunicating, and even baniſhing one another 


by Turns, for not ſubſcribing to the Words of Men, 


as to the Words of God ; all Peace and Charity entire- 


ly vaniſhed, never to be recalled; and the Stare be- 
came involved in the Confuſion of the Church, till 


both Heing over-run by a barbarous People, the 
Apoſtatc and Tyrannical Church of Rome roſe like the 
great Drag on from the bottomleſs Pit, out of this Chaos 


of Ruin and Defolation. Then this Man of Sin ſat | 


in the Temple of God, ſhewing himſelf as God ; erect- 
ing a cruel and Antichriſtian Tyranny over the Souls 


of the free-bora Subjects of Chriſt, and pouring forth 


Death and Deſtruction upon all who refuſed to ſub- 
mit to his Yoke. More new Articles of Faith, new 
Doctrines of Worſhip were introduced, and almoſt 
' a new Goſpel impoſed, under the Notion of an a#- 


thoritative and infallible Explanation ot the %; till 


at 


: 
: 
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at length the Church of Chriſt became a Den of 
Thieves, over-run with Heatheniſh Superſtition ;, and 
more Worſhip was paid to numberleſs imaginary 

Saints, than to the One God and Father of all, and 
to Jeſus Chriſt the One Mediator : And that pure 
Religion which came from Heaven, was made the 
Inſtrument of an Earthly and wicked Policy. After 
this Worldly Empire had ſtood more than a Thouſand 
Years, treading under Foot the Laws of Chriſt, and 
tyrannizing over the Souls of his Subjects; Chriſtia- 
nity was again in a good Degree reſtored, thro' the 
ſhedding of much Chriſtian Blood, at the Proteſtant 
Reformation; and the Right of the Scriptures again 


| aſlerted, and they declared to be the only Law and 


Rule of all Chriſtians. Upon this Foundation bleſ- 
ſed be God I] we yet ſtand; and, I hope, ſhall re- 
ſolve not to weaken it by Mixtures of Human Do- 


ctrines and Impolitions. We have ſeen, and do ſee, 
bow fatal to Religion, in the Church of Rome, is 
Human Authority in Matters of Faith ; and on the 
& contrary how pure and undefiled Religion was in 


thoſe firſt Ages, which contended for no other Faith 


and Worſhip than was expreſly delivered and comman- 
ded in the Goſpel. And what Power can Men have 
now, that they had not then? or what Doctrines and 
2 Interpretations of Scripture can ow have Authority, 
or Right to be impoſed, that had not then? or what 
Deciſions of Human Councils can have Virtue and 
Efficacy to preſerve the Sincere and Chriſtian Peace 
of the Church, and the Faith of Chriſtians pure and 
undefiled, more than or beſides the Deciſions of 
3 Chriſt himſelf, and his Holy Spirit i and by the 
2 Apoſtles? It muſt therefore be in vain to ſeek and 
{contend for Human and fallible Authority to deter— 
mine thoſe Things, for which no leſs than Divine 
= Wiſdom is ſufficient. And ſince Chriſt hath not 
been wanting in making known to all, every Do- 
Arine that was mecefſary to render the Faith and 
Worſhip of his Diſciples perfect and acceptable to 


God ; 
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God; any Alteration or Addition to the Form of his 
Laws in theſe Eſſentials, muſt needs be an aſſuming 


an unwarranted Power, an impeaching his W:i/dom, 


and a derogating from his Authority, and erecting 


an Human Empire within his Kingdom, and ſharing 
Dominion with him over the Hearts and Conſciences 


of Men. | 5 
From what has been ſaid, I ſhall endeavour to de- 


monſtrate the true Authority of the Church in Mat- 


ters of Religion, and draw two or three important 
Concluſions from it. The Church is a Spiritual 


Kingdom, wherein Chriſt rules over the Souls of 


Mea by the Laws of the Goſpel. Theſe Laws which 
immediately concern this Kingdom, being enacted 
by an all-wiſe and infallible Legiſlator, cannot in the 
firſt place be defective in any thing neceſſary to the 
End for which they were made, v:z. the procuring 
the Salvation of Men's Souls by an entire and perfect 
Obedience to the whole Will of God. Hence it fol- 


lows that they are abſolutely incapable of Alteration 
or Addition by any Human Authority whatſoever, Þ 


Secondly, Thoſe Laws, to which Chriſt has com- 


manded Obedience in order to Salvation, cannot 
but be delivered in clear and expreſs Terms; be- 
cauſe it cannot be conſiſtent with the Jaſtice, Wif- 


dom, and Goodneſs of God, to make any thing 


neceſſary to be believed or practiſed, which he has 
not clearly and certainly revealed to be his Will, and 
given all Men ſufficient Abilities and Opportunities 
of knowing it to be ſo; and therefore it follows, 
that whatever is not clearly and certainly reveal 
ed, can be no Law of Chriſtianity, or ever be! 
juſtly impofed as ſuch, upon the Conſciences of Men.) 
This is evident, becauſe every Law to which Obe- ' 
dience is due, mult in clear and expreſs Terms de- 
clare the Will of the Legiſtator ; and if in any? 
Points it is eb/cure, he muſt either himſelf, or by 
others commiſſioned and enabled by him, explain his 


own Meaning, before Obedience can be juſtly re.] 
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quir'd in thoſe Points: Therefore all the Laws of 
Chriſt's Kingdom muſt be deliver'd in clear and ex- 
preſs Terms in the Goſpel, or elſe be fully and di- 
ſtinctly explain'd by the Apoſtles, the %) Perſons 


he ever Cmmiſſion'd or inabled to declare His Will with 


an infallible Authority. So that whatever Doctrine 
is not clearly and expreſly deliver'd, either in the G- 
pel itſelf, or in the Writings of the Apoſtles, as a Part 
of Chriſt's Religion; can be no Law of the Chriſtian 

Religion. Becauſe the undoubted Truth and Neceſli— 
ty of ſuch Doctrine, which entirely depends upon 
Revelation, and yet is not clearly reveal'd, can never 
by any Humane Learning or Ilaterpietation be cer- 
tainly known. And therefore tho' it may be worth 
the Labours of Learned Men to inquire into and en- 
deavour to know and underitand it, yet it can never 
be a neceſſary Part of Chriſtianity, or a Rule of Chri- 
ſtian Faith and Practice. So that the true and undoubt- 
ed Authority of Church-Governours in Matters of pure 
Religion and Conſcience, is to take Care that the Church 
of Chriſt be govern'd by the expreſs Laws of Chriſt, 
and no other; and that the Faith and Worſhip of the 
Body of Chriſtian People, under the Guidance of 
Their External and Viſible Adminiſtration, be diredt- 
ed and regulated. by the expreſs Rule of Scripture 
only; and that no Terms of Communion be ever re- 


quir'd, that may exclude ſincere Chriſtizns, or ſuch 


as are deſirous to adhere to their Baptiſmal Covenant, 


W from joyning with them in public Worſhip aud ia the 


public Profeſſion of Religion: That the Scriptures be 
carefully read, and the whole Flock committed to 
their Care be duly and fully inſtructed out of them 
in every Point of Chriſtian Faith and Practice: That 
the Sacraments be Adminiſter'd to ſuch Perſons and 
in ſuch manner, as is appointed by Chriſt bimſelf; 


. And that all open and evident Breaches of Chriſt s 


1 plain and undiſputed Laws, be puniſh'd with ſuch Ceu— 
ſiares, as ſhall moſt tend to the Evification of the 
G . 1 
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Church, and the Salvation of Men's Souls. In ſuch 
a Bleſſed State as this, where the Goſpel is the ozly 
Rule of Faith and Worſhip, mutual Love and Charity 
muſt ahound : And altho, through the Difference of 
Men's Learning and Tempers, and the Obſcurity 
and Ambiguity of many Parts of Scripture, Differ— 
ences of Opinion and Controverſies mult ariſe ; yet 
theſe, joined with the Spirit of Meekneſs, can never 
harm Religion, but are Means of Diſcovering many 
Criſtian Jruths, which without them would never 
be clearly brought to Light. And theſe Enquiries 
after and zealous Contentions for the Truth, are very 
acceptable to God, when purſued with {ypartiality 
and *incerity of Mind, and Chriſtian Charity and For- 
bearance: And 'tis only thro' the Want of theſe, and 
indulging Prejudice and Paſſion, and the luit of Power 
and Domiaio!, that Diſputes can diſturb or weaken 
the True Peace and Intereſt of the Church. And 
therefore ſince a fervent Zeal even for Truth, is apt 
to carry Men out of Temper, and make them [thro 
a ſecret Pride and Seifiſhacfs of Spirit} deſire and en- 
deavour to impole their Opinion upon one another, 
from whence Feuds and Animoſities ariſe, which of- 
ten end in Wrath and Hatred; Governours have | 
Authority in ail Controverſies of Faith, to oblige all | 
Pearties to keep ſtrictly to the Rule of Scripture, and 
not to endeavour to ebrrude upon the Faith of weak 
and ignorant Chriſtians, the uncertain Deductions of 
their own Reaſon for the expreſs Doctrines of Chriſt ; 
and above all, to exhort and command them to ex- 
erciſe to each other mutual Forbearance, and Charity. 
From theſe Confiderations of the Authority of 
the criptures aud of the Church thus ſtated, the . 
Followiag Propolitions are ſtrictly deducible. 1ſt, 
That no Iiterpretations or Deciſions of the Senſe of 
Scripture in any Points of Doctrine by fallible Men, 
how Learned and how Pious ſoever, can ever have, 
or juſily claim ſach av/clure and indiſputable Author 
rity, 


$ (Ir) 
| rity, as to become Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, or 
- Terms of the Chriſtian Salvation; and therefore can 
| never juſtly be impos'd, or ſubmitted ro as Terms of 
Communion, but with ſuch Latitude of Meaning, as 
being always intended to be underſtood in that Senſe 
of the Words only, wherein they are or may be 
molt agreeable to the expreſs Rule of Scripture, 
which is always the Teft and Standard of their Truth 
or Falſhood, and by which they may and muſt at 
all Times be tried and examin'd, due Deference and 
Regard being had to the Learning, Judgment and 
Skill of ſuch Eminent Men, or Bodies of Men, as 
have afforded us their Aſſiſtance towards diſcovering 
the true Senſe of any particular Doctriues of Scrip- 
ture. And whoever aſſents to any humane Doctrines, 
or Interpretations of Scripture, in any other Senſe 
than as they appear plaizly agrecable to, and contain- 
ea in the Scriptures themſelves : ; doth ſo far make 
the Doctrines and Commandments of Men, and not 
the Word of God, his Rule of Faith, and ſets up hu- 
mane Authority againſt that of Chriſt and bis Apoſtles. 
Therefore the Determinations of the Church, or Ec- 
Y cleſ2ftical Governours of any Age, or of many Ages, | 
W ice the Apoſtle's Time, being equally fable in "all 
Points of Doctrine, can never ab/o/urely be depend- 
ed upon, or impos'd, or receiv'd, as certain and une 
Jueſtionable Truths; but muſt give Place, whenever 
it appears that they interfere with, or contradic 
1 any one plain and expreſs Text of Scripture, or one 
aemonſtrative Reaſon. And the true Chriſtian Mo- 
dtcration of the Church of England is herein to be ad- 
mir'd, which ſolemnly declares that no Doctrine is 
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, to be Teceiv'd; or enjoyn'd, but which can be prov i 
of or ſo far as it can be prov'd,or in the Senſe wherein it 
n, can be prov'd, to be contain'd in Scripture: Therefore, 
e, i 24ly, All the Authority any humane Eccleſiaſtical 
wy 3 Power can have in Matters of reveal” 'd Truth, | 15, faith - 
jy, Þ faily & to propoſe out of the Scriptures, what the 
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Word of God hath expreſly taught; and to try and 


judge the Doctrines of all others, over whom they 
are appointed, by the expre/: Declarations and De- 


finitions of Scripture only. For to ſuppoſe that the 


"mnf all. ble Word of Grd does not clearly and expreſly 


contain all DoArines neceſſ:ry to procure Salvation, 


and to contute all Errors or Hereſies that are oppoſite 


to ſuch Doctrines, and deſtructive to Mens Salvation; 


(and no other are zecrſſ.cry to be determin'd;) is 
not only denying the Word of God to be the Rule of 
Chriſtianity, but alſo impeaching the Wiſdom of 


God, whoſe Holy Spirit could not expreſs his own 
Meaning, in Things which he Hath made neceſſary 
t all, fo fully and clearly, as Man's Wiſdom and 
fellible Judgment pretends to do. So that the Power 
of ju ging in Matters of Religion inveſted in all Ec- 


clefiaitical Governours, as the wiſe and faithful 
re ans, Protectors, and Overſeers of the Chriſtian 

aith and Do ocrines, being confin'd within the Rule 
6. written Law of the Goſpel; they can have no 
Right 7u4:cially to determine the Truth or Falſhood 


of any Dofrines, but by That expreſs Rule only, 


And when any Learned and Pious Chriſtian ſhall ap- 
peal to the Scriptures themſelves, (upon the Right 
which every Chriſtian hath to read and underſtand 
them by his own Judgment and Reaſon, without 
which they are No Rule to Him) for the Truth of 


any Doctrine; in ſuch Caſe, to try and Judge the 


Doctrine by the Determiaations of any Chrcb, that 
is, by any. fallible Jaterpretations of Scripture, and | 
not by Scripture it ſelf, is directly to make humane 
| Judgmeat of equal Authority with the Law of Chriſt; W 
nay to make it a Rule of Conſe ence and Religion, 


rifiead of „tae Lam of Chriſt: Which is the very E, 


1 [td of Pepery and Aniichrift bianity. And to cenſure 
Or pariſh any Perfon, for profeſliag what he ſincere 
ly believes to be the Truth of Chriit, and to be 
founded on the plain Senſe and Reaſon of Scripture, | 
merely becauſe it may cem co interfere with ſome 
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Doctrines which thro' bumane Infirmity and Miſtake 


may have been receiv'd, and thro' Error impos'd, 
as having been judg'd to be contain'd in Scripture, 
when they really are not, nor can be prov'd from 
it; is to aſſume a Power over the Hearts and Con- 
ſciences of Men; and to condemn thoſe whom Chriſt 
will certatuly reward and to determine thoſe 


Things, which no one can do but he who is in- 


fallible ;, and to fix certain Interpretations of Scripture, 
as unalterable Rules to the Underſtandings of others: 
Which is an Authority no fallible Men are fit for, or 


were ever entruſted with; and the aſſuming of 
which is directly to make "anotber Rule of Faith, 


beſides what Chriſt has left; and to found the Chri- 
ſtian Church and Religion on another Foundation, 
diſtinct from that which ſtands upon the Doctrine 
of Chriſt and his Apoſtles. It is therefore an indi- 


| putable Part of Chriſtian Liberty, that every one be 
allow'd to ſearch the Scriptures, and to judge freely of 
the Senſe of them, according to that Latitude where- 


in Chriſt hath left them, and independently of all 
humane Interpretations whatſoever. And in whate- 


ver Inſtances this Liberty is reſtrain'd, and the Senſe 


of Scriptures fix'd by any humane Authority : ; ſo far 
the Doctrines of Men, and not the Word of God is 


the Rule of Faith; and ſo far Chriſtianity inſtead of 


being eſtabliſhed, is indeed prohibited. 


= For the Scriptures being prov'd to be the 


Rule "of Chriſtian Faith and Communion , it ap— 
pears that all Breaches in Church Communion, found- 


ed on Points of Doctrine, are ever juſtly charg'd 
upon thoſe who inſiſt to impoſe, as Terms of Com- 


munion, any ſuch Doctrines as are not expreſly con- 
tain'd in Scripture; And the Separation in ſuch 


Caſe, is not a Breach of Peace or Vriry on their Side 
. who ſeperate, but is zeceſſary to maintain the true 


Catholic Unity, and Chriſtian Peace, properly founded 


F in Faith and ſound Doctrine and unfeigned Cha- 
1 | rity. Which Thing Juilifies « our Separation from 


the 
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„ 
the Church of Rome, and proves Them to be Schiſ- 


matics. | 
But 47h y, Where a Separation is made on Account 


of mere Ceremonies, which are clearly indifferent, and 
free from all Appearance and Suſpicion of Szper- 


ftition ;, there the Breach of Peace and Unity is on 
their Part who ſeparate, and, being cauſele/s, makes 
them Schiſmatical. For ſince Ceremonies are in the 
Nature of Things zeceſſary to the Performance of all 
public Actions, and therefore of public Wo: ſhip; and 
fince the Scriptures have no where enjoyn'd what 


_ Ceremonies ſhall «ly and always be us'd in Chriſtian 


Com munions, but have in Conſequence plainly left 


the ordering of them to Humane Governours; and 


fince it is the expre/s Command of Scripture, as well 
as the Vyice of Nature, that every Soul ſhall be Subjeft 
to the higher Powers, Rom. 13, I, and ovey th ſe that 
have the Rule over them, Heb. 13, 17, in all Lawful 
Things; it neceſſarily follows, that ſuch a Separa- 


tion is, in thoſe who ſeparate, the Breach of a plain 
Duty; and nothing but a real, u-pretended, and in- 
vincible Scruple of Conſcience, and inward ſincerity 


of Mind, can excuſe them in the fight of God from 
the Sin of Schiſm. 
remember, that the external Peace, and viſible Unity 
of the Church, is ſuperiour and preferable to every 
'T bing, but plain and expreſs Duty, or the avoiding 


The Sum of the whole ba. The Articles of Chri- 


ſtian Faith, and Terms of Chriſtian Communion, ought 


to be as Comprehenſive as the Goſpel; For why ſhould 
we exclu.le thoſe by any Humane Dottrines from the 


viſeble Curmmurion and Fellomſhiy of Chriſt's Servants 
upon Eart', whom Chriſt hath receiv d iuto inviſable 
Communion and Fellumſhip with himſelf and his Saints 


in Heaven? And it is the Glory of the trac Prote- 


ſtant Church of England, that it makes the Scrip- 


tures the only Rule of Fatih, and expreſly declares 


that no Doctrine is to be believ'd as neceſſary ro e 


 Valieny 


And ſuch Perſons ſhould always 
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of it but for the Good of his People. 
and Good King GEO RG E molt truly belongs that 
Character, which the Religions Emperor Marcus 
E Antoninus delighted in, to be T gmarbegorG>, a Friend 


* 


6 
vation, but what is contain'd in them; and if not 
neceſſary to Salvation, why ſhould it be thought zeceſ-" 
ſary to Chriſtian Communion, whoſe End is to procure | 
Salvation to all who partake of it? It is the impoſing 
of Things unneceſſary, and Contracting the Terms of 
Chriſtian Communion, and ſo narrowing the ſtraight 
Way to Heaven, that hath laid the Foundation of 
almoſt all the Schi/ms in the Chriitian Church, and 
almoſt baniſh'd all Chriſtian Charity out of the 
World. Nor is there any poſlible Way of healing 
the Wounds of Chriſt's Myſtical Body, and reſtoring 
Peace and Unity to his Church; but by all Parties a- 
greeing to take indeed the Scriptures for the ozly 
| Rule of all reveal'd Truth, and to require no more 


| of each other, either to be believ d as neceſſary to 
| Salvation, or to be impos'd as Terms of Communion, 


nt what is clearly and indiſputably declar'd in Scrip- 


ture to be a Part of Chriſt's Religion; and to make 


up what cannot be accompliſh d in this manner, by 

mutual Forbearance and Charity. e 1 

| To make a ſhort Application of the whole. 

| Weof this Nation are eminently bleſs'd with a 
| moſt faithful Guardian of our Laws; Oze who knows 

the juſt Extent of Regal Power, and never made uſe 

To our Great 


to all Mankind. His Royal Virtues have not only 
ſecur'd the Liberties, and advanc'd the Credit and 


W Glory of this Nation, but have extended their pow- 
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. ſeipſy. Atbenago as calls this Emperor ernarl;onrtatS, in 
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4 Legat, p tl. And again, oraarlcor©r p. 138. And Themiſtius 


ia bis Oration to Valens, ſays, that Good Kings are s wovev 
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erful Influence over all Europe; ſo that the whole 
Proteſt ant Intereſt and Liberties depend upon him, 
and are ſupported by his Power and Wiſdom. Nor 
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hath God diſpens'd leſs gracious Bleſſings to the 
Church by His Royal Hands; making Him the glo- 
rious and happy Inſtrument of putting an End to all 
our Fears and all the Hopes of Popery ; and directing 


Him to incourage Principles truly Proteſtant in All 


whom He imploys. By whoſeCare, Integrity, and 
Chriſtian Courage and Reſolution, we may juſtly hope 


in time to ſee all unreaſonable and ſuperſtitions Pre- 


- 


judices defeated, and the true Proteſtant Church of | 
England flouriſh gloriouſly. . 
No to the One God and Father of All, through his 


Son Feſus Chriſt, by the Guidance and Aſſiſtance of the 
Holy Ghoſt, be aſcrib'd all Honour and Glory, now and 
for Ever. Amen. FO 
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Mr. Law 8 Letter 


To THE 


Biſhop of BANGOR, 


| Concerning his late 8 E R M O N, Gd 
| PRESERVATIVE. 


I is an uſual Way with fome Writers, to intro- 
duce what they have to offer againſt the Opi- 
nions or Doctrines of others, by ſome foul In- 
ſinuations or Reflections in general, upon the 
| evil Tendency and Deſign of the Author they are 
| oppoſing. This they know is apt to raiſe the Indig- 
| nation of the v#lgar, inj udicious, and prejudic'd Part 
| of Mankind, whom only they can hope to pleaſe; 
and makes the Way eaſy, for Harangues and Cavils 
WE to paſs for Reaſon and Argument. This Method, 

| Mr. Law amongſt others hath taken; and begins 
| his Addreſs to the Biſhop, Y "Omg him, Page ha 
| . at 


($97. 
that there is not a Libertine or looſe Thinker in Eng- 
land, but he imag ines you intend to diſſolve the Church 
as a Society: And preſently after; 4% Adverſary does 
not need any Malice to make him believe you no Friend 
to the Conſtitution of the Church as a regular Society. 
How Mr. Law came to ſuch a thorow Acquaintance 


with the Libertines and looſe Thinkers, as to know 


the Judgment of the whole Sc of them concerning 
the Delign of his Lerdſhip, (who, I dare ſay, has no 
Dealings with them, and never had a Thought to 
do any thing that might give them the leaſt Advan- 


tage over Religion,) I need not enquire. But to the 
invidious Suggeſtion | anſwer ; that the Church, as a 


Society founded on the Laws of Jeſus Chriſt, can only 


be ſupported by being governed by thoſe Laws: So 


that 'tis very ſtrange that the Biſhop, by contending 
all thro' his Sermen, that Jeſus Cbriſt is the Kizg and 
alone Legiſlator of his Church: and that the expreſs 


Rule of his Goſpel is the Law by which Chriſtians 
are to be governed; and that no Human Doctrines, 


or alle Interpretations of this Law, are to be im- 


poſed upon the Faith of Chriſtians, or can have Au- 
thoſity over the Conſciences of Men - and that all Pe- | 
na tes made uſe of by Human Power to enforce ſuch. 


_ a1 vſarped Dominion over the Faith and Conſciences 

of Nen in Affairs of Religion and Salvation, is a 
ta ing of Chriſt's Kingdom out of his Hands, and pla- 
C.ng it in their own, and ruling in his Head: *Tis very 


ſtrange, I ſay, that the inſiſting on theſe Things, 


on the Truth of which depends the very EHſence 


of the Chriftian Religion, and which are the fun- 
damental Terms on which a Cyriſtian Society can be 
eſtabliſned, and without the maintaining of which 


no Church or Society can be truly Chriſtian; ſhould be 


thought to difſulve the Church as a Society. That which 


diſſolves the Church as a Chriſtian Society and the 


Kingdom of Christ, is; when en take upon them 


to act Authoritatively and Tyrannically in this King- 
| e . dom, 
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dom, impoſing their Senſe and Interpretations of Chriſt's 
Laws as a Rule of Confcience, and as necellary Terins 
of Chriſtian Communion and Salvation; and pafs 
Judgment and Condemnation on all, who will not or 


cannot ſubmit to their Doctrines, as to the cert a: 


Will and Meaning of Chriſt ; when they contract the 
Rule of Faith, and Terms of Chriſtian Cemmunion, 
by inſerting into Creeds and public Forms of Worſhip, 
their own uncertain Explanations of Chriſt's Doctrines, 
and bind them equally with his Doctrines upon the 
Faith and Conſciences of Men, This indeed is ma» 
king the Church, inſtead of a regular rel:gioms Society's, 
over which Chriſt only rules by his izfallible Law, to 
become a mere Human Polity ;, wherein the Words of 
Men, and not of G 0 D, are the Rule of Faub and 
Worſhip; and wherein the Law of Chriſt is circum- 
ſcribd and confin'd by the narrow Limits of Hu- 
man Underſtanding ; and wherein the Intereſt and 
Power, the Rewards and Puniſhments of Men in this 
World, and not the fincere Love of the Knowledge 
of GOD, the gracious Promiſes and dreadtul Ter- 
rors of the Lord in another World, are the great 
Motives to, and Sanctions of the Profeſſion of Reli— 
gion. As to the outward Regimen of the Church, or. 
the appointing decent Rites and Ceremonies for the 
Lake of Peace and Order, in which properly Human 
Authority takes Place; the Biſhop meddles not at 
all with that: So that the Power of the Church is 
unt ouchd by him, ſo long as it keeps within its own 
proper Bounds. = ” i 
Mr. Law's fir Attack upon the Biſhop, is from 
the Words of his Preſervative, p. 98, which he thus 


| cites, viz. © But when you are ſecure of your Inte- 


e grity before God, [the Biſhop adds, of your ſinc ere 
D:{poſition to ſearch after his Will, and to receive the 
Truth in the Love of Truth, whenſoever and from mhom— 
ſoe ver it is offer'd,] © this will lead you (as it ought 
all of us) not to be afraid of the Terrors of 
Men, or the vaia Words of regular and uninter- 
Cn ©» _ & rupted 
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„ rupted Succeſſions; authoritative BenediQions , 


© Excommunications, —— Nullity or Validity of 


God's Ordinances to the People, upon Account 


* of Niceties and Trifles, or any other the like 
“ Dreams;* [Uthe Biſhop adds, to illuſtrate his 


Me ining; of thoſe who have ſeparated themſelves, 
or of thoſe who follow them in thoſe Dottyines ;, or in- 


deed any thing but what He (N. B.) who is your Lord 


and Maſter and Judge, bath himſelf declared that your 
Salvation ſhall depend upon] Mr. Law's Obſervation 
is. p 3. Thu mich muſt be implicd here: be not afraid 
of the Terrors of Men, who would perſwade you of the 
Danger of being in this or that Communion, and fright 
you into particular Ways of worſhipping God ;, who would 
make you believe ſuch Sacraments, and ſuch Clergy are 
neceſſary to recommend you to his Favour. This is one 
Iaſtaice of Nr. Law's Sincerity; who does not un- 
deritand the true Nature of it, as I ſhall ſhew pre- 
Heatly at large The Biſhop adviſeth Chriſtians not 
to be afraid of the Terrors with which the Nonjurors 
endeavour to frighten them, on Pretence of all 
God's Ordinances being void for want of ſuch an 
uninterrupted Succeſſion of Miniſters from the Apo- 
ſtles, as thoſe Men make neceſſary for the Validity 
of them to the People. The Biſhop might well 
ſay, that ſuch a Succeſſion L which the Goſpel is 
ſo far from making meceſſary, that it never men- 
tions it at all, and which neither the Apoſtles nor 
Primitive Chriſtians ever ſaid was zeceſſary, and 
Which can never be proved that there is in any 
Church in the World ſuch an uninterrupted Suc- 
cell,0u,] was not recrfſary to the Validity of God's 
Ordinauces, or to recommend Chriſtians to Gods 
Favour: But docs it follow, that the Biſhop ſaid or 
meant, that the Sacraments appointed expreſly by 
Criſt himſelf were not receſſary to entitle Chri- 
ſtians to the Favour of God, becauſe he thinks the 
Val dity of them does not depend on their being ad- 
n. ui red thro? the Hands of ſich a Succeſſion Pn 
nen e een dee arr Nas niſters 
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niſters as the Nonjurors contend for? And that the 


People being ſincere in uſing ſuch Means as God had 
given them the Knowledge of, and Opportunities of 
uſing, after their Hhone t Search to know his Will, 
and Deſire to receive his Truth; need not doubt but 
that God's Ordinances were effe&ually adminiſtred 
to them, to the Purpoſes of God's Favour and Chri- 
ſtian Salvation, tho' it ſhould happen that their Cler- 


s were not derived by (what is impoſlible any where 


to be proved) an uninterrupted Succeſſion from the 


Apoſtles? Which truly is in it ſelf a mere Nicety or 


Speculation, (having no Foundation in Scripture) and 


ſuch an one as is perplexed with a Thouſand Acci- 


dents which might defeat and break it. And ſurely 
They do but ill Service to the Church of England, and 
but :/ deſerve its Thanks, who build the YValidity of 
its Sacraments, and its Title to the covenanted Mer- 
cies of God, on ſuch a Foundation, as 'tis more than 
probable the Storms and Tempeſts of Satan and of 
this World, the FaGiouſueſs and Wickedneſs of 


| Men have long ago overthrown, or ſo quite defaced, 


that if it does yer any where ſtand, tis impoſſible to 
make it with any Certainty appear. What Doubts 
and Scruples, what Fears and Axxieties of Conſci— 
ence, leſt the great Mercies and Bleſſings of the 
Goſpel be out of all Poſſibility of our Attainment, 
mult this Doctrine, if it was true, be attended with? 


So that it was very needful for the Biſhop, in order 
to comfort and ſtrengthen the Minds of honeſt and 
ſincere Chriſtians againſt ſuch Snares and Terrors 
&*®: Conſcience, as theſe Doctrignes were apt to bring 

along with them; to declare openly the Trath and 


Simplicity of the Goſpel, and to ſhew them thence 
what God and Chriſt have required at their Hands 
8 order to their Favour and Acceptance. There- 
R OE TOR RE JON 
His Lordſhip ſays, Preſerv. p. 90, 91, © Every 


Lone may find it in his own Conduct to be true, 


that his Title to God's Favour cannot depend 
j%%%%%%ͤͤFA 
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upon his actual being, or continuing in any par- 
| 4 ticvlar Method; but upon his real Sincerity in 
the Conduct of his Conſcience. —— The Fa- 
© your of God follows Sincerity conſidered as ſuch, 

and conſequently equally follows every equal De- 
* gree of Sincerity”. Theſe Aſſertions of the Bi- 
ſhop are directed againſt the Unreaſonableneſs and 
Uncharitableneſs of the Nonjurors and Papiſts, who 
deny any covenanted Mercy, or Favour of God thro' | 
Chriſt, to thoſe who are not of their Communion ;, and 
make it eſſential to Chriſtian Salvation, to be and con- 
tinue in their Method of Church Communion and 
Worſhip. The Biſhop argues on the contrary, that 
God hath not made any particular Method, or ex- 
ternal Form of Communion, or of Church Govern- 
ment, abſolutely neceſſary to entitle Chriſtians to his 
Favour; but that Chriſtians under different Forms of 
Communion and Government, if they are ſſacere, 
272, in their Profeſſion of Religion according to the 
beſt Light they have, and uſe the beſt Means they 
can get of having the Ordinances of Chriſt r:ghtly 
and duly adminiſtred unto them, and are withal cha- 
ritable towards thoſe who may differ from them in 
theſe Things; that ſuch a ſincere Profeſſion of Chri- 
ſtianity, tnder the external Method or Circumſtan— 
ces which Providence hath placed Men in, is alone 
ſufficient to aſcertain to them the Favour of God; 
and that, according to the Degree of their Sincerity, 
they ſhall partake of his promiſed Favour; and need 
not be anxious about their being excluded from it, 
(when they are conſcious to themſelves of profeſſing 
Chriſtianity in Truth, and Sincerity, and Charity,) 
for want of any particular external Form or Method 

of Communion, which it may be Conſcience or the 
Neceſſity of their Circumſtances debars them of, or 
will not allow them to admit. The Biſhop's Words 
and whole Reaſoning on this Polat, plainly and 
clearly carry ſuch a Meaning, as this; and yet 
Mr. Lam draws from them this ent rous and moit 
un: 
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unc haritable Concluſion, p. 4. that according to the 


Biſhop's Notions, if a Man be not an Hypocrite, it mat- 
ters not what Religion he is of, Not only ſincere Qua- 


hers, Ranters, Muggletonians; and Fifth Monarchy 
Men, are as much in the Favour of God as any of the 
Apoſtles ;, but likewiſe ſincere Jews, Turks, and Deiſts, 
are upon as good a Bottom, and as ſecure of the Favour 
of God, as the ſincerest Chriſtian, 

If ſuch Interpretations of other Men's Words a- 


gainſt all Appearance of Truth and Reaſon be ad- 
Þ mitted, then it is eaſy to make any Man an Enemy 


to Religion, even while he is endeavouring to ſup- 
port it by the beſt and cleareſt Arguments. It is 
not, ſays the Biſhop, the or that external Form of 
Worſhip, or Method of Church Government, on which 
the Chriſtian's Title to the Favour of God depends; 
becauſe God diſpenſeth his Favour, not according 


to the Degree of Zeal for particular external Means 
| which he himſelf has not made eceſſary, but accord- 
ing to the Degree of inward Sincerity in ſerving and 

| worſhipping him (as he has expreſly commanded) 


in Spirit and in Truth, Then, ſays Mr. Law, ac- 
cording to theſe Notions, if a Man be not an Hypocrite, 


it matters not what Religion he is of That is, a 
| Chriſtian may as well be without his Religion, as 
without ſome particular external Means of it. A 
fair and logical Concluſion indeed: As if Religion, 
and the external Means of Religion, were the ſame 


thing; and a Man could not be a Chriſtian, and en- 
titled to Chriltian Bleſſings, unleſs he had the For- 
tune to live under the Guidance and Ad miniſtra- 
tion of Biſhops derived by uninterrupted Succeſſion 


from the Apoſtles : Which the Scriptures have no 


where made neceſſary to a Man's being a Chriſtian, 
gor having a Title to Chriſtian Bleſſings. Or as if, 
E becauſe God hath not made any particular external 
Form of Communion or Government zeceſſary to his 
{ Favour and Acceptance, therefore all Religions 
were alike to him, and gave a like Title to his 
| IM _ — 8 
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Bleſſing. The Chriſtian's Salvation, ſays the Biſhop, . 


depends not upon external Modes, but upon the 
internal and ſincere Profeſſion of Chriſtianity : There- 
fore, ſays Mr. Law, Religions are all alike to a Man 
that is not an Hypocrite. Is not this extreme clear 
and ſtrong Reaſoning ? To argue that the Chriſtian 
Religion depends upon particular external Modes and 
Forms, is as abſurd as it would be to argue, that all 
Government depends upon one particular Conſtitu- 
tion. 
rence between an Hypocrite, and one whoſe Religion 
is not ſincerely founded. An Hypocrite in Religion, 
is one who profeſſeth contrary to his Conſcience, 
and fo is of no Religion at all: But a Perſon may 
really believe the Religion he profeſſeth, to be true, 
and fo be no Hypocrite; and yet thro' voluntary 
Ignorance, and Neglect of uſing Means which were 
in his Power, may have ſettled his religious Senti- 
ments on a very falſe and inſincere Foundation. So 
that if it was a Conſequence (as It is none) that 

if a Man is ſincere, it matters not what Religion he is 
of, [for to me it is 4 very great Matter that I am 
a Chriſtian rather than an Infidel;] yet it would not 
follow by any Rule of Logick, that if 4 Man was not 
an Hypocrite, it matters not what Religion he is of : 
He may ſtil] be anſwerable for his Iaſincerity, in not 
making uſe of the beſt Means in his Power to come 
to the Knowledge of the true Religion. 2dly, God's 
Favour (ſays the Biſhop) equally follows every equal 

Degree of Sincerity ; Therefore (ſays Mr. Law) a ſin- 
tere Quaker, &c. is as much in the Favour of God, as 
any of the Apoſtles ; That is, one who profeſſeth the 
Moſt abſurd Tenets in Religion under the Means of 
knowing better, may be as ſincere in ſuch Profeſſion, 
as the moſt holy and infpir'd Apoſtle. The Quakers, 
Ranters, Muggletonians, and Fifth Monarchy Men, 
are much obliged to Mr. Law, for his Opinion of 
their having Sincerity in an equal Degree with the 
Apoſtles For he mult ſuppoſe that Men of their oy 
. Vÿß•h TEE — 


But, with Mr. Law's Leave, there is Diffe- 


4... + 
ciples may have that di/interefled Zeal, and ſincere 
Love for the Truth of Chriſt, and hearty Defire to 
4pprove themſelves to God hr Him only, which 
{hall carry them, like the Ap , to the very 
Height and utmoſt Perfettion of Chriſtian Practice; 
before he can ſuppoſe them to have equa/ S:ncerity, 
and conſequently equal Title to the Favorr of God 


| with the Apoſt/es. And he that can ſuppoſe all this, 


may, I think, by juſt Inference, ſuppoſe Quakers, 
Ranters, &c. io be as much in the Favonr of God, 


as any of the Apoſtles. Otherwiſe, Mr. Law muſt 


own, that he hath. abusd rhe Biſhop in the Conſe- 
quence which he has drawn from his Words. Bur, 
J believe, the Biſhop never thought, that znrea- 
ſonable Enthuſiaſts can have as much Chriſtian Since- 
rity in their Profeſſion of Religion, as an Apoſt/e. 
And conſequently, tho' ſome of them may poſlibly 
have ſo much, as may entitle them to {ume Portion 
of God's Favour and Mercy, yet not to an equal De- 

gree with an Apoſtle, whole Sincerity was unqueſti- 
onably the beſt grounded and mott Sd of 
any other. What follows, is {till worſe : Likewiſe 


(ſays Mr. Law) ſincere Fews, 1urks, and Deiſis, are 


as ſecure of the Favour of God, as the ſincereſt Chriſtian. 
do not irideed think that the Bilhop (had he been 
ſpeaking of any ſuch Thing, ) would have peremp- 
torily excluded (as ſome do) a fincere Few, Luar, or 


Dei, from all Hopes of God's Favour : But I am 


well perſwaded that he would never aflerr, even ad- 
mitring the Siiceriiy of a Iurk, Few, or Deiſt, was 


as real and true as that of the /ancereſt Chriſtian, 


that he was therefore equally SECURE of 
the Favour of God, as the Szmncereſt Ciriflian. 


| Tho? Sinceriiy cannot but in all Men be acceptable 
to God, who tries the Heart 1 it is not, in ANY, 


meritorious of God's Favour. And therefore ſince, 
notwithſtanding Men's greateſt Siet, there is 
upon Account of Tranſgreſſions, Room for Grace 
and Favour, which he bath promsd only to the 
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ſincere Chriſtian. No Man, tho? equally ſincere, can 
be /o /ecure of God's Grace and Favour, as a ſincere 
Chrittian. And this is a great Privilege of the Ori- 
Hin Religion, which | am perſwaded the Biſhop never 
meant to diſown, He proceeds in the ſame abſurd 
Manner to argue, thar, upon the 3iſhop's Notion of 
Sinceriiy, a Perſecittor hath equal Title to the Favour 
of God with a Martyr; and be that burns the Chri- 
ſtian, if be be bat in Earneſt, has the ſame Title 


10 4 Reward for it, a4 be that is burnt for believing in 


77/2 + Neither minding, that the Biſhop all along 
peaks of Sicerity amongſt Chriſtians nor confider- 
ing otherwiſz, that tis impoſſible a Perſecuior, any 
more than a Alurderer, ſhould have equal Sincerity 
with a Chriſtian Aluriyr; or, if he could have 
equa! Sincerity, that yet he who denies Chriſt, ſhould 


have any ie to the Reward of a Chriſtian, which 


is wholly owing to a Chriſtian Faith and Adons 
founded upon it. = W 

But what an abſurd Notion of Sincerity has 
Mr. Lato; as it to be in Earneſt, was the ſame 
with being reap Sincere? and that Sincerity was 
nothing but a ind and ungovernable Zea! hur- 
rying 4 Man into Adttion, without Regard had to 


the Sinceority of the Principles on which it is founded. 


Such Sincerity, is like that of a Builder, who car- 
rizs on his Building, upon the Foundation he hath 
laid, with Diligence and Exattnels, but never conſi- 
ders or regards | tho' he knows it was his chief Bu- 
lineſs to mind ir, | that the Foundation it ſelf is falſe 
and rotten. The Truth is; 'tis poſſible indeed, that 
thro? groſs and woilſul Ignorance, Superſtition, Uncha- 
r1tableneſs of Mind, implicitly. adhering to the Do- 
Etrines of others without Examination, or indul- 
ging a Pa/ronateneſs of Temper, and the like, a Man 


£ may become perlwaded that 'tis his Duty, and 
for the Glory of God, to perſecute others; And 


this may be the Caſe either of a Heathen or Chri- 
tian; but then it is to be confider'd, that Perſecu- 
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tion being a plain Violation of the Law of Nature, 
by which Law every Man has a Right to worſhip 
God in thac Way which he thinks moſt acceprable 
to him; and alſo of the Gel, wherein our Savi— 
our expreſly tells Chriſtians, that He came not to de- 
[troy Men's Lives but to ſave them; thole Principles, on 
which are built Proclices ſo plainly contrary both to 
natural and reveal'd Religion, cannot have a neee 
roundation. Men muſt have been wanting to them- 
ſelves and their own Reaſon, and to the Uſe of 


thoſe Means that God has provided for the Conduct 


of all Men's Conſciences, before they can perſwade 
themſelves, that it can ever be their Puty, or /arof ul, 
to perſecute, hurt, or put others ro Dearth, merely tor 

worſhipping God in a different manner from them- 
lelves. So that they mult be guilty, and account- 
able ro God, tor doing ſo great an Injury ro others; 
when it was in their Power, had they bur duly us'd 
the Means which God and N a7zre had provided them 
with, to know better. The Ae may poſſibly be 


/incerely founded upon, or follow from, the Principles 


they have admitted; but they cannot | wherever 
they examine the Conduct of their Conſciences] but 
condemn themſclves for being ſeduc'd and led away 
by fuch znreaſonavle and indumane Principles, as 


prompted them to invade the Property or Lives of 


1 


\ "ET 
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Men, upon Account of the nere Protection of | 
gion; which can never potivly interfere with the 
Rights of others, whether R-2/1g:0z5 or Civil, or di- 
ſturb the Peace, or hurt the public Good of any So— 
ciety. So. that a rea! Sinceriiy, and ſuch as the Bi- 
hop aſſerts to render Men acceptable to God, and 
to be the Life and Soul of true Religion; is a Srnce- 
rity of Principles and Practices, founded upon a Alo 
ra! or Chriſtian Probity of Mind; and in the due 
Uſe of all ſuch Means, as God hath any Way at- 
torded them to know his Will; with a fncere Diſſo- 


ſton, as the Biſhop expreſſeth, Preſerv. P. 9810, 


(cited by Mr. Law himſelf, tho he was pleas? to 
CE 1 over- 
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_ overlook the Words,) to ſearch after and to receive 


the Truth, inthe Love of Truth, whenſoever and from 
whomſoever it is offer'd, in order to do their Duty ei- 
ther towards God or Man. Such a Sinceriiy as this, 
will always be acceptable to God, who defires 2201 


to reap where he hath not ſown, and requires no more 


of Men than he hath given them Abilities and Op- 
portunities of knowing. And tho? it may be found 
in Men profeſſing a fa/ſe Religion, or entertaining 


ſome ahſurd and unreaſonable Tenets under the Pro- 
feſſion of the true; tho? it may be found ina Few, 
Turk, or Heathen, and not be altogether wanting in 
an Enibuſiaſt; yet *tis impoſſible that it ſhould 
ever dwell with a Perſecutor, or with one who 
hath no Charity or Good Wil! for thoſe who differ 


from him in Matters of Religion. It is as eaſie to 
Tuppoſe a Murderer, an Adulterer, or a Thief, to be 


really ſincere, as a Perſecutor or Hater of his Brother. 


And no Doubt, the Reaſon why St. Paul condemn'd 


himſelf for having perſecuted the Church of Chriſt, 


1 Cor. 15. 9. 1 Tim, 1. 13. tho? he did it 7gnorant- 
iy, was becauſe he had neglected to make uſe of 


Thoſe: Means, which be had in his Power, of know- 
ing better; For it is ablurd for any Man to con- 


derim himſelf for having done that, which, after ha- 
ving us'd the beſt Meins he had in his Power of 
knowing his Duty, he /incercly believd to be his 


Duty to do. In many Caſes, a Man when he comes 
to know better, may be ſorry for what he has done; 
but cannot condemn himſelf as 4 Sinner. 1 1 5 


But then Second/y: As Probity of Mind, and the 
due Uſe of all Means which Gcd hath given to 


Men ct krowirg his Will and worſhipping him, 


are recrfjury to tound a real and through Sincerity 
of Principles upon; we cannot ſuppoſe that thoſe 


whoſe Prixeipes are evidently abſurd and unredſona— 


b/c, or Contrary to the Word of God clearly reveal'd 


to them, can either have That Prevuy of Mind, or E 
Have made that due Uſe of Means of knowing bet- 


(69) 


iter, which they might, and ought to have done. 

And fo | tho? they may have ſome Degrees of Sin- 

= | ceriry, | yet they cannot be ſuppos'd to have that 

: thorough and Subſtantial Sincerity, with which the 

r | Apoſtles profeſs d Religion, who left no Means anus d, 

> | no Duty wndone; nay , nor a Sincerity equal to 
theirs, whoſe Principles have nothing in them abſurd 

or unreaſonable, or contrary to the expreſs Word of 

* | God. And tho' there are Degrees of Sincerity of 

I Principles, yet very little can poſſibly ſtand with 

„I theirs who hate, perſecute and deſtroy their Brethren. 

Hence it appears that 7rue Chriſtian Sincerity in the 

| I Profeffion of Religion, is not to be zealonſly affected 

> | with, and tenacious of the Doctrines of any parti- 

* | cular Church or Party of Relggion , making it a 

> | Glory and Merit to adhere inviolably and without 

> | Examination (upon meer humane Authority) to 

whatever Opinions happen to be receiv'd and zm- 

| j-84d at the Lime and Place where Men live; and 

| violemly oppoling , anathematizing, and perſecu- 

ting all who differ from them; neither uſing them- 
ſelves, nor allowing others to ute the Chriſtian Liber- 
iy of ſearching the Scriptures, to know whether the Doc- 
trines taught by any Church or Number of fa/lihle 
Men whatſoever be ſo or no. In this Senſe of Since— 
rity, (which is nothing but unreaſonable Prejudice) 
a Man may be the moſt /ncere Papiſt, or ſincere Pro- 
teftant, and yet be far from being a /incere Chriſtian, 
or having any Religion at all, properly ſpeaking. 
But it is to examine diligently and impartially _. 
according to the Meaſure of Time and Abilities | 
and Helps God has afforded us | the Scriptures them- F 
ſelves, which are the only Rule ot all reveal d Truth, {| 
with an upright and honeſt Mind, throughly dif- 
poſed and heartily defirous ro know rhe Will of 
God therein contain'd, and reſolv'd to be contented 
with, and to require no more of others than that 
Meaſure of Faich which the Spiric of God hath 
thought fit to reveal ; and therefore to ſuſpend all 
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(76). 
Aſſent to all DoQrines taught or receiv'd by Men, 
till it appears by comparing them with the Rule of 
Scripture, that they are not the Pocfrines or Command- 


ments of Men but the Word of God. The Conſe- 
quence of this Method of conducting our Conſcien- 


ces in Affairs of Religion, would certainly be, that 
all Chriſtians thus /rcerely aflected, would immedi- 
ately agree, in receiving all Doctrines neceſſary to be 


| believ'd, as being clearly and expreily deliver d in 


the Word of God, and in not -2mpo/ing upon one 
another any Doctrine not thus found to be zeceſſa- 


7; the doing of which would preſently diſcard out 


of all Communions and Societies of Chriſtians, all 


Doctrines upon what Pretence ivever introduc'd in- 


to them, which appggar not to have any Founda- 
tion in Scripture or Chriſtianity, and are on:'y ſap» 


ported by Cuſtom, or it may be by Intereſt, Faction, 
or Ambition; and ſo happily put an End to the vain 


Pretences of humane Power in Matters of Religion, 
which hath brought ſo much Confuſion into the 


Chriſtian Faith and Worſhip, and ſo much contrated 


Chriſtian Unity and Charity, and laid the Founda- 
tion of everlaſting Contentions, Animoſuties,and Schiſms. 
Chriſt would then be the only King and Ruler of 
his Church, and his righteous and infallible Laws 
the only Rule of Faitb and Worjhip ; No Offences 


or Scruples of Conſcience wouid be pretended on one 


Hand, or thro worldly Intereſt and Love of Power 
caus'd on the other Hand; mutual. Love, true Peace, 
and unfeigned Charity would abound, and Chriſtian 


Fellowſhip and Communion would he as comprehen- 
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five as the Goſpel the great 
This is the true Notion of a real Sincerity. A 
Sincerity of mere Alls, founded upon 217 Princi- 
ples, whch it was our Fault to admit, is not a 
true SIncerity ;, nor is it the Biſhop's Notion of a 


real Sincerity, as Mr. Law pietends pag. gt, A Real 
Sincerity, which is acceptable to God, is a S cerity of 
Principles, form'd with a fincere Diſpoſition to ſearch | 


antov 


Rule and Support of it. 


(71) 
after the Will of God, and to receive bis Truth in the 
Love of Truth, whenſoever and by whomſoever it is of. 


jer?d. Theſe are the Biſhop's Words in that very 


Paſſage which Mr. Law cited, but overlook'd the 
Words. And is this a Srncerity contradted by il! Habits 
and Guilty Behaviour © ſuch a Sincerity, tor which 
God may ſend Men a flrong Deluſion that they ſhould 
believe a Lye? Mr. Law may plead for ſuch a 
Sincerity; as he really does, when he ſuppoſes a 
Quaſter, nay a Perſecutor, may be as ſincere as an 


Apoſtle and Martyr : But he muſt not put it upon 


the Biſhop, who hath, as I have prov?d, another 
and better Notion of Sincerity; ſuch an one as ex- 
poſes the Weakneſs and Unreaſonableneſs of all Mr. 
Law's Reaſonings on thiskHlead ; and which, had he 
conſider'd, would have ſav'd him ſeveral Pages. 
However, he thinks that he may conclude from the 
Biſhop's Notion of Sincerity, that be is not in the In- 
tereſt of the Church of England, but as much in the 
Intereſt of Quakers, Muggletomans, &c. as in bers. 
That is; becauſe the Bithop in Rating and explain- 
ing the true Nature of Chriſtianity 77 general, does 
nor confine it to the Communion of the Church of 
England, but allows that others may be cer 
Chriſtians, and have a Title to Chri/tian Salvation; 
therefore he is not in the Intereſt of the Church of 
England. Can Mr. Law Think, that true Chriſtian 
Sincerity will ever prompt Men to believe that it is 
needleſs to ſeek for Peace and Uniy of Communion, 
becauſe ſincere Profeſſors in different Communions may 
be ſaved? Certainly it will rather make them, 
as the Biſhop oblerves, Preſer vat. P. 97tb, conſcien- 
tioſſy ſollicitous about it, and reſolued to prefer nothing 
before it, cet Purity and Conſcience. And I cannot but 
think, that if all Parties (as Chriſtian Sincerity ob- 
ligeth them) would heartily and conſcientiouſiy ſeek 

for Peace and Unity; and ceaſe, out of Pride, Selſiſbu- 
neſs, and Love of Power, or whatever other Vice or 
Inordinate Paſſion it is that poſleſſeth them, to im- 
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poſe upon, curſe and damn each other; and reſolve 
to have no other Terms of Communion and Worſhip 
than the expreſs Doctrines and Forms of Scripture, 
to which All /ixcere Chriſtians have a Right, and 
would be ſatisfied with; there would then be no 
ſuch Breaches of Communion; there would be an 
End of all Pretences of #nimerrupred Succeſſion, and 
Nullity of Chriſtian Ordinances for Want of it: All 
true Chriſtians would hold Communion with one 
another, tho' under different Forms and Methods 
of Government ; and it would plainly appear, 
who were Chriji”s and who were not his, by an en- 
titre Submiſſion to his Will, and Reſignation of 
themſelves to be 8 by his Laws only. I can- 
not diſmiſs this Point, Without obſerving what a 
poor 2111bble Mr. Law offers to his Lordſhip, P. 7th, 


Our Saviour declar'd, that thoſe who believ'd, ſhould be 


Faved; but thoſe who believed not, ſhould be damned: 
Jill your Lordſhip ſay, thatall Unbelievers were inſin- 

cer? or that tho they were damned, they were yet in 
| the ſame Favour of God, as thoſe who were ſaved * 
His Lordſhip will certainly ſay, that all thoſe 
Unbelicvers, whom our Lord pronounc'd to be damn'd. 
were inſincere; and yet it will not follow that all 


 Unbelievers are inſincere; or tho? ſincere, yet in the 


ſame Favonr of God as ſincere Chriſtians. : 
His Lordſhip argu'd, that Chriſt had not made 
his covenanted Salvation to depend on an uninterrupted 
Succeſſion of Miniſters, as the Nonjurors pretend; or 
given to them any Authority to ab/o/ve or condemm 
Sinners by their Sentence; So that Chriſtians needed 
not to be concern'd at their vain Words of regular ani 
uninterrupted Succeſſion, and the like, as if their Sa“ 
vation depended upon it; when Chriſt their Lord 
and Maſter, and Fudge, had not declar'd it to be 
any Term of their Acceptance with Him. This 
Doctrine of the Validity of all God's Ordinances de- 
pending upon the Authority of an unbroken Succel: 
lion of Clergy from the Apoſtles , unſupported by 
neem Scripture, 


— 


TI . 

Scripture, contrary to Reaſon and Experience, and of 
2 ſuch fatal Conſequence to Religion; the Biſhop expo- 
p | tes, under the Notion of 1rifles, Niceties, and 
y Dreams; (and herein he ſpares them, for) he might 
d very juſtly bave call'd it the Vanity, Preſumpt ion, 
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and even Blaſphemy of thoſe Men who habe moſt un- 
reaſonably ſeparated themſelves from Us, and from 
the whole Proteſtant Intereſt. To This, Mr. Law 
replies, P. 97h, according to his uſual Way of Rea- 
e | ſoning, that 77 is imply'd in thoſe Words of the Biſhop,” 
s hat no Kind of Ordination or Miſſion of the Clergy, is 
r, | o any Conſequence or Moment to us. This ſurely is a 
n- | very ab/urd Conſequence, drawn from a plain Truth. 
of | AS if the Miſion of the Clergy, or public Miniſters of 
n- | the Goſpel, cou'd be of no U/e or Moment to the 
18 Church, unleſs derived (through the Church of Rome) 
h, | by an uninterrupted Succeſhon from the Apoſtles; 
and unleſs the covenanted Mercies of God depend 
1:8 upon ſuch a Succeſſion. This is exactly ſuch an Ar- 
#- gument as the following one. Monarchy, or Civil 
in} Government, can be of no U/e or Moment to the 
2 Chriſtian State, unleſs deriv'd by an indefeaſible He- 
fel 7edirary Line from Conſtantine the Great, the firſt 
d. Chriſtian Emperor; the Scripture ſaying juſt as much 
au of the one as of the other. The Conſequence and 
hel Moment of a public Miniſtry, does not depend on the 
intermediate Hands through which it is deriv'd. If 
de indeed Mr. Law could have prov'd (which he docs 
e not pretend to do) that an znimerrupted Succeſſion 
or of Clergy was expreſiy appointed by Chriſt himſelf, 
un or his Apoftles; it would have follow'd that 20 
ell other Miniſtry would be regular : Bur even yet it 
n{ would not have followed, that the covenanted Mer- 
, cies of God muſt depend upon ſuch a regular Succel . 
d, fion, or be forfeired for want of it: Eſpecially when 
bel perhaps it is not poſſible to be had, nor can certainly 
his be proved to be in A7y Communion; or if it could he 
de - prov*d hat it is, and where it is, yet cannot perhaps be 
cel: procui'd without ſubmitting to plainly /infu! Terms of 
by TR K Com. 
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Communion, or diſſolving all public Peace of both 
Church and State, All theſe Things are to be conſi- 
cer and reply'd to, before Mr. Law's Conſequence can 
have any Appearance of Truth or Reaſon in it. But 
ir does truly follow from the Biſhop's Words, that 
no particular Kind or Form of Ordination is abſo/utely 

ecefjary to procure Salvation to Chriſtiansz and 
ſurely no Proteſtant will prefume to ſay that it is. 
Bur it does not at all follow, (as Mr. Law thinks,) 


either that a Non not deriv'd by uninterrupted Suc- 
ceſſion from the Apoliles, is of no Conſequence or 


Moment to the Church; or that it is not regular and 
Lawfol, when it is neceſſary to depart from ſuch a 
Succeſſion | which, ſuppoſing it to be any where 


found, wes merely accidental, as all Succeſſions in 


Civil Government are; in order to preſerve the 
Chriſtian Faith and Communion of the Church free 
from Antichriſtian Corruptions and Impofirions , 
(which was the Caſe of the Reformation, ſuppoling 
the Succethon to have remain'd unbroken till then:) 
Or laſtly, admit it to follow that an Ordination would 
not be Regular (in Mr. Law's Senſe) or deriv'd from 
thoſe | by way of aninterrupted Succeſſion] who had 
Authority from Chriſt to ordain; yet even Hill it will 
by no means be a Conſequence (as he argues) that 
therefore no particular Kind of Ordination can be of 
any more Value than another, any more than it 
follows, that becauſe Alonarchical Government need 
not be eſtabliſh'd upon one indefea/ible Hereditary 


Line, therefore No one particular kind of Govern- 


ment is better for any State than another. 


As it may {till be better to keep up the Govern- 


ment of a Alenarchy in thoſe Nations, who yet thro 
the Tyranny and Oppreſſion of ſome Rulers have been 
torc'd to lay any particular Family afide: So it 
may be always beſt for the Church to continue that 


Kind of Miniſtry which the Apoſtles Inſtituted, who | 
knew belt what Government tended moſt to pro- 
mote the real Intereſts of Religion; tho there may | 


perhaps 
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perhaps be a Neceſſity of leaving the Communion of 


thoſe who are deriv'd from them by immediate and 
aninterrupted Succeſſion. 


Mr. Law proceeds, P. roth, to tell the Biſhop, 
that be not only gives up Epiſcopal Ordination by ridi- 


culing a Succeſhon, but likewiſe by the ſame Argument 
excludes any Miniſters on Earth from having Chriſt's. 


Authority, And P. 11th , that if there be no Succe/- 


ſion of Ordainers from him (Chriſt,) every one is equally 


gualify'd to ordain. But he goes on, that no private 
Perſon is qualiſy d to ordain, any more than to make a 


Lord Chancellor. And P. 12th, that no Man , or 


Number of Men can make a Prieſt, any more than he 


can enlarge the Means of Grace, and add a new Settle- 
ment for the Conveyance of Spiritual Advantages. To 


all this, I reply; 1/7 his Lordſhip neither gives wp 


_ Epiſcopal Ordination, nor ridicules a Succeſſion ; but 


only thinks it ridiculous, or worle, to make the co- 


venanted Mercies of God, without Warrant from his 
Word, depend on an uninterrupted Succeſſion. An 
Epiſcopal Ordination, may be without an wnmer- 
rupted Succeſſion ; and it the Succeſſion were uNmter- 


rupted, yet the Validity of the Chriſtian Ordinances 


does not at all depend upon it. I would fain know 
Why, ſuppoſing (what is extremely probable) there 


be no where an uninterrupted Succeſſion of Miniſters 


from Chriſt and his Apoſtles, a// Minifters muſt there- 
fore be excluded from baving any authority from 


Chriſt, Where hath Chriſt in his Goſpel delegated 


an Eccleſiaſtical Authority to Minifters derived by 
an uninterrupted Succeſſion from his Apoſtles? The 


Scriptures are entirely filent in ſuch SHeculal ions; and 


no more appoint one unalterable Form of Govern- 


ment in the Church, than in the State. And it may 
as reaſonably be argued ſrom the Scriptures al- 
ways enjoyning civi! Obedience to Rings, thut there 


can no where be any other Lawful Form of c:vi7 


Government than Monarchy; as from their requi- 
ring Submiſſion to Paſtors , which were then ap- 
3 e * | pointed 
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pointed by the Apoſtles in preaching the Doctrine 
of Chriſt, it can be inferred that there can be no 


lawful or regu/2r Paſtors who are not deriv'd by un- 
interrupted Succeſſion from them. The Apoſtles, to 
whom was committed the Preaching of the Goſpel, 


and the Planting of the Church, muſt needs appoint _ 
ſome Form of Government, but made no particular 

Kind abſolutely neceſſary. And I defire ro know, 
Why they who have no zmmediate Commiſſion by an- 
interrupted Succeſſion from the Apoſtles, may not, if 


need be, for the good of the Church, appoint a 
Minifiry; as well as they who were (or perhaps were 


not) deriv'd by Succethon immediately from the 


Apoſtles, could inveſt one Fart of the Clergy, v1. 


Deacons, with the Powers of preaching and Baptiging, 
which they were not inveſted with by the Apoſtles, 
nor for a long Time allowd to exerciſe in the 


Church. If Apoſtolic Inſtitutions are never in any 


. Circumſtances to be varied, I would never defire to 
put an harder Task upon Mr. Law, than to prove 
that there is at his Day, or hath been for many 
Ages, any Apoſtolic or regularly inſtituted Church 


in the Chriftian World. The Truth is; They al- 
ways act in the Name, and by the Authority of Chriſt, 


who are appointed by the Church to be its public 
Miniſters; juſt as they act in the Name and by the 
Authority of God, who are by the Srate entruſted 


with the (Zu Adminifiration, All Eccleſiaſtical 
Power was originally founded with, and ſtands by the 
Conſent of the Church; and the Church hath al- 
ways a 7izhiful Power to change any particular Mi- 


- niſters, or any particular Form of Eccleſiaſtical Go- 


vernment, which they ſhall ſincerely judge does pre- 


Judice the real Intereſt of Chriſtianiiy, the Hud to 


which the other is appointed as a Subordinate Means. 
Therefore the true Difference berwixt the Clergy and 


| Laity is, that the one hath (according to the Inſtitu- 
tion of Chriſt) a public Commiſſion trom the Church 
to preach the Goſpel , and adminiſter the Sacra- 
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ments, and all other Ordinances of Religion in a 
Public manner, which the other hath not. * 
Secondly, Mr. Law's Argument, that if there be no 
Succeffion of Ordainers from Chriſt, every one is equally 
qualify'd to ordain; and that no Man or Number of 
en can make à Prieſt; is juſt as good, as Thzs rela- 
lung to civil Monarchical Government, viz. if the 
hereditary Line is interrupted, then every one is equally 
qualify'd to govern, and no Man or Number of Men can 
ſet up a King. As if in ſuch Caſes the Church and 
State, each in their proper way, have not Power 
from God and Chrift, when it is zeceſſary to their 
Icon Preſervation, to appoint or ordain public Mini- 
ters and Magiſtrates, who ſhall adminiſter to them 
the Ordinances of Religion, and govern the Civil 
State, A private Perſon cannot choole a Lord Chan- 
cellor, for this plain Reaſon, becauſe ir is an Office 
relating not to private but to public Rights, and ſo 
requires a public Conſent: Neither can a private 
, | Perſon chooſe or ordain a Biſhop or Miniſter of the 
„Church, becauſe his Office is of a public Nature, and 
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relates to whole Societies of Chriſtians. In all Ca- 
ſes where the Rights of many are concern'd, there 
I muſt be the Cozſent of many either expref®d or ta- 
- | citly imply d. Therefore when through Neceſſity any 
ett led Order or any Form of Church. Government is 
varied, that Religion may be preſerv'd uncorrupt, 
and free from Tyrannical Impolitions , then every Chri- 
tian Society hath an andoubted Right to appoint its 
- | own Eccleſiaſtical Minifters; and the Commiſſion re- 
- | ceiv'd from it,authorizeth them to act in the Name of 
. | Chriſt; and they have His Authority, who hath ap- 
pointed that there ſhould be pablic Miniſters in his 
Church to Officiate in Matters of Religion, bur 
hath no where appointed one particular Sacceſſion of 
Men, whoſe Right to the Miniſtry ſhould be zuin. 
zerrupted or indefeaſible. There is no manner of 
Analogy (as Mr. Law ſtrangely ſuppoſes) between 
the Church's making a Prieſt and a Sacrament. Sacra. 
— ments 
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ments being poſitive Religious Ordinances, which we 
have no natural Right to, or Obligation to receive; 
no Church can have Authority to introduce them, 
or make them Parts of Religion, or give any Effet 
unto them, without the expreſs Command and Ap. 

pointment of Chriſt the Eſtabliſher of the Church: 
But Chriſt having once made the public Profeſſion 
of his Religion a Duty, it becomes the natural Right 
of Chriſtians | where Chriſt hath not interpos'd, 
to appoint a public Miniſtry which is neceſſury to 
that End. 

His Lordſhip is repreſented by Mr. Low, P. 14 
' 15th, as encouraging all Manner of Diviſions, and per- 
Jwading all different Sets not to regard Union and 
mutual Communion, and thereby introducing e ol 
into the Church. 
Any one that ever read his Lordſhip's Preſerva: 
rive with any Degree of Imparizality, cannot but ſee 
that all this is unreaſonable Calumny and groundleſs 
Slander. His Lordſhip adviſeth Chriſtians not to 
be concern'd at, or regard the vain Preſumptions 

of Men, when they boldly and blaſphemouſly con- 
fine Salvation to their particular Communion ; and that 
upon no better Ground, than a fancitul Pretenſe 
of the Neceſſity of an uninterrupted Succeſſion of Mi- 


_ niſters, thiough whoſe Hands alone God's Ordinan- 


ces and Covenanted Mercies can be convey d. 


The Biſhop plainly ſaw, that ſuch a Doctrine as 


this, if let paſs uncontroul'd and unconfuted, would 
put the Salvation of all Chriſtians into the utmoſt 
hazard; and make God's Mercies depend upon 2 
moſt lender and invi/ible Thread; and by Conſe- 
quence leave Men in a very comfortleſs Conditi- 
on: Thar, ler them do what they could, ſerve God 
with ever ſo much Sincerity, and uſe diligently the 
| beſt Means he had put into their Hands of having 
all the Ordinances of Religion adminiſtered to 
them; yer for Want of ſuch an Order of Men 
which Chriſt himſelf never appointed, and e 

a they 
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they could never be ſure of having; or which, if 
they could have them, they might have the great- 
e eſt Reaſon to fear might be ſometimes ſuch as 
would in the molt unchriſtian manner ryrannize o- 
Df ver their Faith and Conſciences ; they muſt fall ſhort 
of obtaining the Covenanted Mercies of God thro' 
p Chriſt. This Doctrine, fo Groundleſs and Unchriſti- 
: an, the Biſhop undertook to confure : And in order 
ny thereto, tells thoſe of the true Proteſtant Church of 
England, who have kept from rhe Communion of 
„ thoſe Men that are profeſſed Enemies both to 
to Church and State, and have ſet up a ſeparate Con- 
venticle, upon the Foot of Diſſoyalty and Oppoſition to 
4,Þ a Proteſtant Government; that they need not be 
concern'd at the vain Terrors of thoſe preſumptuous 
Men, who claim to themſelves, without all Truth 
or Right, this zninterrupted Succeſſion, on which they 
foolithly inſiſt that Chr:ſtzan Salvation depends. The 
4 Biſhop , having ſhewn that their Pretenſe to ſuch 
a Succeſſion is vain and groundleſs , affirms in gene- 
anal, that God never defign?d to put Chritian Salva- 
to ¶ tion on ſuch a Nice Point; and that the Church of Eng- 
n and which is al ſo no lefs true of all other Churches | 
n. S:ncerely profeſſing the Goſpel of Chriſt, and uſing 
at the Belt Means which the Providence of God hath gi- 
ven it, of having the Ordinances of Chriſt rigbtly and 
duly adminiſter?d, may depend upon the Mercies of 
n. God thro' Chriſt, and will run no Hazard of Salva- 
tion, tho? it ſhould be true that the Sacceſſion of 
Paſtors from the Apoſtles hath been brokex without 
dur Fault or Knowledge, and that all Eccleſiaſtical 
t Power now in Being, be really deriv'd from, and 
1 il ſtand by the Conſent of the National Chriſtian Go- 
vernment. This is the plain Purport of all the Bi- 
ſhop's Reaſonings on this Head in his Præſervative- 
And is it not very zn7eaſonable in Mr. Law to argue, 
that ſuch a Doctrine as this, which tends to write 
and reconcile all Chriſtians, encourages all Manner of 
Dioiftons ? If Men were once heartily perſwaded 
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(8%) 
that vo one particular Form of Government way 
abſolutely zeceſſary to the Being of the Church, 
and that there was no ſuch Thing as Humane Au. 
thority in Matters of mere Faith; and that no Do- 
 Qrines not expreſly contain d in Scripture, were, un- 
der the Notion of Authoritative Interpretations, or 
any other Pretenſe whatſoever, to be 1mpord as 
Terms of Chriſtian Communion, thete would ſoon 
be an End of our anchriſtian, ancharitable and unhappy 
Diviſions; at leaſt I am ſure this is the readieſt and 
moſt likely, as well as the only CHriſtian Method 
to obtain ſo great a Bleſſing. Bur if Chriſtians will, 
out of carnal Intereſt or Deſign, or ill-grounded Pre- 


tenſes, make Schi/ms in the Church of Chriſt, they 


ſtand condemned both of themſelves, and of all rea- 
ſonable Men; and the Biſhop's Doctrine gives no 
Countenance or Encouragement to ſuch , to hope 
for the favour of God: And no Man hath taken 
more Pains, or uſed better Arguments, to lay open 
the ill Effects of Diviſions in Chriftian Commu- 
nions, and in a more earneft and Chriftian Manner 


endeavourd to heal and reconcile all our unhappy | 


Differences, than the Biſhop hath done: So that it 
is very uncharitable, as well as unreaſonable, to ſup- 
| Poſe that he is now endeavouring to introduce Con- 
Fuſion, and to ſhow that there is no Need Union, 
and that no one Communion more than another can re- 
commend us to the Favour of God, \ 4 
Mr. Law charges the Biſhop, P. 17, 18, 19, 
20, with denying all Church- Authority. He obſerves 

that the Biſhop ſays, P. 11th of his Sermon, that 
es to the Affairs of Conſcience and eternal Salvaton, 
_ Chriſt hath left no viſible humane Authority behind him: 
Now, My Lord, ſays Mr. Law, 1s not this faying that 


he bath left no Authority at all? No; unleſs there 


is z Authority but in Matters merely relating to Con- 


ſcience and Salvation. Tis not therefore ſaying, that 


he has left no Authority at all to the Church , but no 


Authority at all in Matters f mere Faith ard Con- 
| 5 cience, 


ſcience, ſo as that the Church can be ſaid properly t9 
ſupſy bis Place, in making Laws of mere Religion. The 


Church may have Authority, though not over the 
Faith and Conſcrences of Chriſtians. Tis Chriſt's 
peculiar Prerogative to le There, becauſe he knows 
the Hearts and Conſciences of Men, and can infa!libly 


other external Keſpefts. N | 
Mr. Law oblerves, P. 18h, that the Biſhop ex- 


plains his Meanirg to be, that no Chriſtian bath 
Authority | any Authority at all | either to make new 


Laws for Chriit's Subjects, or to impoſe a Senſe upon the 
O!d ones : | Which Senſe ſhall ollige the Conſciences 
of Men to tubmir to it upon his mere Anuthormys 
as the Biſhop explains himſelf, ſaying, P. 15h, 
They have no Power of interpreting, cr adding Laws, 
and judging Men in ſuch a Senſe, that Chriſtians ſhall 


be indiſpenſably and abſolutely oblig?d to obey thoſe Laws, 
and ſubmit to thoſe Deciſions : And again, P. 27th, 


t deſtroys the Authority of Feſwus Chriſt as King, to ſet 
up any other Authority in his Kingdom, to which bis 


Supjeds are indiſpenſably and abſolutely obliged io ſicb- 
mt their Conſciences in what is properly called Religion: 
And again, P. 307%, All his Subjects are equally his Sub- 
eèls, and, as ſuch, equally without Authority to alter, 
10 add to, or to Interpret his Laws, ſo as 10 claim the 
abſolute Submiſſion of others to ſuch Interpretations : | 
or to judge, cenſure, or puniſh the Servants of another 
Maſter, in Matters purely relating to Conſcience : That 
is, evidently, to e, cenſure, or puniſh others, for 
not ſubmirting to humane Interpretations, or Doc- 
tines of Men, as to the Law of Chriſt. What ma- 
lie nant Conſequence follows from theſe Paſſages? 
Mr. Low ſays, that in them his Lordſhip has 


2 


alerted, That no one is inveſted with Authority from 
Chriſt to att for bim; and that a/ the Biſhop's Rea- 
ſomngs againſt abſolute Ambority, conclude as ſtrongly 
egit all Degrees of Authorny : And he offers five 
Arguments to prove this. To which I anſwer: 
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(82) 
ir Mr. Lato means by ating for Chrift, ruling over 
the Faith and Conſciences of Chriſtians ; making new 
Laws fer Chrifts Subjefs, or impoſing humane Inter- 
pretations of the % ores, as a Rule of Faith; and 
- puniſhing thoſe who will not ſubmit to it as ſuch; 

then the Biſhop does indeed deny thar Chriſt hath 
given Any Authority to Men, to act the for him; 
and affirms that they who aſſume ſuch Authority, 
do uſurp his Dominion and rule in bis ſtead. But 
can Mr. Law conceive no Authority lett to the 
Church, wherein t as for Chrift, unleſs it be an 
abſolute Power of interpreting Chriſt's Laws, and 
binding thoſe Interpretations as a Law upon the 
Faith and Conſciences of Chriſtians ? This Power is 
certainly an Authority ro make new Laws, and, 
being f.4///b/e in not acting for Chriſt, but agarnft 
him; and, as the Biſhop truly ſays, zs a raking 
Chriſt's Kingdom out of his Hands, and placing it in 
their own. | 4. 
ro fallible Men, He would not rule, but They; be- 
cauſe it coul! not be but that their Senſe would 
frequently differ from his, and his Law would ever 
be ſubordinate to Their Interpretations, and limited 
by them. If a Ring, after he had given his Subjects 
a Law, ſhould nor confine the ſubordinate Executors 
of it to the expreſs Words of the Law itſelf, but give 
them Authority to interpret it accord ing to their 
own Senſe, and leave his Subjects oblig'd to ſubmit 
to ſuch Interpretation; I would fain know, who in 
this Caſe is Legi/lator, the King himſelf, or thoſe 


abſolute athoritative Interpreters? And does not the 


{ime Contequence plainly follow with Regard to 
the Laws of Chriſt? Chriſt hath not left the fue 
or infallible Interpretations of bis Laws to any 
Church. Therefore if any Church ſhall undertake 
to interpret his Laws, and to oblige Chriſtians to 
ſubmit ab/o/utely to Their Interpretations; are not evi- 
dently thoſe Ixterpretat ions, and not the G/pel, the 
Law of Chriſtians? Have we not then a Jail 

: Rule 


If Chriſt had given any ſuch Authority 
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Rule of Faith, inſtead of an infallible one; and 


Man, and not Chriſt, the Head and Ruler of the 
Church? Hath not this Pretenſe cf interpreting 
Chriſt's Laws in an authoritative Manner, been the 
Method of introducing into Chriſt's Church all the 
Errors and Corruptions of Popery, which have de- 


fac'd and almoſt baniſh'd rue Chriftianny out of 


the World, and fer up Humane Tyranny, and Anti- 
chriſtian Impoſitions inſtead cf ir? Bur it Mr. Law 
means by acting for Chriſt, acting in his Name, and 
by his Authority, in the ſubordinate Adminiſtration of 


the Church as a Socieiy by his Laws; and appoint- 
ing all Rules for Decency and Order, and every 


Thing necellary for the external Government of it; 
ordering all 2u7ward Means whereby the Church may 
be moſt edify'd by a public Profeſſion of Religion; 
then the Biſhop allows, that Chri/t hath leſt behind 
him a viſible Humane Authority to aft for him. He 


would tell him, that Chriſt hath given the Church 
Authority to teach and baptize all Nations; to propole 


his Goſpel, as a Rule of ſaving Faith, to all; to 


inſtruct Chriſtians out of that Ge/; to adminiſter 


to them the Sacraments appointed in that Ge“; to 
receive into the Communion of the Church, ſuch as 
are willing to obey; and to reject ſuch, as refu/e to 
obey that Goſpe/. And not only thus much, bur I 
will add further; Chriſt hath given his Church an 


| 


Authority to interpret his Laws for the Inſtruction 


and Edification of his People; but not to oblige 
them to ſubmit their Underſtandings to Their Inter- 
prerations as certain and unqueſtionable Truths, be- 


| Cauſe they are ſa//ible and uncertain; or to make 
| them Terms of Chriſtian Communion or Parts of 
Chriſtian Worſhip, becauſe they are no Paris of 


Chriſtianity : And ſuch Authorhty js, as was obſer- 


ved, not to act in the Name of Chriſt, but in their own 


Name; ir is to ſubſtitute their ow7 Seole, inſtead of 
Chriſt's, for a Law of Chriſtianity. If Mr. Law is 
: L 2 es not 
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not ſacisfy's d with this Authority which is truly great | 


and g/0r1io775, and thinks it not enough; the Biſhop, 
I am perfwaded, would tell him moreover, that the 
Church hath a Power 10 decree Rites and Ceremonies ; 

and Authority in Controverſies of Faith. Not to make 
new Articles of Faith, or ro impoſe an Interpretation 


of the o/d ones for Articles ; which is the very ſame 
Thing. This Authority, the Proteſtant Church ne- 
ver by Caim to: But to propoſe out of God s Word, 
to the People committed to their Charge, That 


Faith which Chriſt hath exprefly requir d; and to 


oblige all, who are of that Communion, to ſubmit 


to This only as the Rule and Law of Conſcience and 
Salvation; and to examine all Controve ies by that 
expreſs Rule and Law only: To receive into Com- 
munion, all who ſhall confeſs this Faith; and reject 


thoſe who ſhall ar any Time deny it. Neither Chriſt 


nor his Apoſi/es gave any more Autbority to the 
Church in thoſe Matters; nor did it in the molt 
primitive Times ever challenge any more, or make 
any other Terms of G either for Clergy OT 
Laity, than the Terms of Bajrijm, which are truly 
the Fundamentals. It Mr. Law demands yet any 
more Authority, let us know what it is; and ke 


mall be told whether it be reaſonable or no, or con- 


ſiſtent with Chrift's being the K:7g of his Church; 
and I hope he will deſire none that is ic ent. 
Thus ir no way appears that the Biltop®s Keaſon- 
ings, againſt an abſo/ute Auihority in the Church; 


in Matters of nere Faith and Salvation, conclude a- 
gainſt 4% Manner of Church Authority; nor does Mi. 
Law's frve Arguments at 11 prove that they do. And 


if he thought they prov'd againſt 4% and Any De- 
grees of /\utlority in Mitters of mere Faith, as the 
Biſhop explains it; it would have been u orth his 
while, in Defenſe of his Caute, to have ſhewn what 
Authority the Church hath tn Ma: ters of mere Faith 
and Conſcience. Bur inſtead of that, he teils the Bi- 

ſhop, 


(85) | 
+ | ſhop, P. 21, That 4// the Lower Houſe of Convocati- 
on unanimouſly conceive, that your Dottrine tended to 
> | ſubvert all Government and Diſcipline in the Church of 
England. 75 : 1 | 
I wonder how Mr. Law comes to be ſure of the 
Truth of this Aſſertion; ſince the /ower Houſe of 
Convocation never declar'd their Aſſent to the Charge 
contain'd in the Report of the Committee. But be it 
{o; Tis true, the Biſhop's Docfrine does tend to ſub- 
vert all Government which any Church ſhall claim 
over the Faith and Conſcrences of Chriſtians ; becauſe. 
Chriſt immediately and only 7z/es there; but yet it 
leaves to the Church all That Government which it 
can jzſtiy claim, or in Truth a&ua/ly does claim, un- 
touch'd. No Church, but that of Rome, proteſſes to 
be Ruler of the Faith of Chriſtians, and to oblige 
the Conſcience implicitly to Tubmit to its DoCtrines, 
as a Rule of Faith: Ard none but ſuch as contend 
tor Popiſh Principies under a Proteſtant Name, will 
pretend that the Church hath any ſuch Power. 
Bur as to the Diſcipline of the Church; this is 
appointed to reſtrain Piſorder in Praiſe and out- 
ward Behaviour, and hath nothing to do with Matters 
of mere Faith and Conſcience; unleſs Mr. Law ſuppoſes 
the Church may impole their own Senſe tor Matter 
of Faith, and make Dottrines not contain d in Scrip- 
ture to be Terms of Communion: Which is di- 
rectly contrary to the expreſs Dec/araiion of the 
Church of England, and is the very Ejj-nce of Popery. 
So that the Biſhop does not at all meddle with 
_ Church-difcipline, and there can be no Room tor ſuch. 
a Charge. „ V,, 
- Mr. Law next proceeds to tell his Lordihip, P. 22, 
23, 24. Dur Lordſhip ſeems to things all 38 loft as to 
Church-Power | in Matters of Faith | becaife rhe Dr, 
Snape] does not claim an abſolute ore, bu allows it 
to be ſubjed to Scripture ;, as if- all taherity way abſo 
le, or none at all, I ſhall tnerefoi t. hee, ibu Churche 
| Power 
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Power is a real Authority, tho it is not Abſolute. The 
Arguments are; 1/?, 1 hope it will be allow'd me 
that our Saviour came into the World with Authority; 
but it was not lawful for the Jews to receive him, if 
they thought his Appearance not agreeable to thoſe 
Marks and Characters they had of him in their Scrip- 
FTUYES. & 


Again ; the A poſtles were ſent into the World with | 


Authority; but yet thoſe who thought their Doctrines 
untorthy of God, and unſuitable to the Principles of 
Natural Religion, were oblig'd not 10 obey them. 

I hope, my Lord, it may be allow'd, that the Sa- 
craments are real. Means of Grace; but it is certain 
they are only conditionally ſo, if thoſe that partake of 
them are endow d with ſuitable Diſpoſitions of Piety and 
Vertue. Now, my Lord, if there can be ſuch a Thing 
as inſtituted real Means of Grace, which are only con- 


ditionally applyd; I cannot ſee why there may not be 
an inſtituted real Authority in the Church, which is only 


zo be conditionally obeyd. EL 
To all this, I reply; 1/7, The Church's Authority 


in Matters of Faith, is not only ſubject to Scripture, 
but by neceſſary Conſequence is ſubject to every one's 
ſenſe of Scripture, and ſo is plainly none at all. The 
Church cannot have Power to impoſe its own Senſe. 
of Scripture, tho? it be rue, for Matter of Faith; 


becauſe it may be falſe; and the Underſtandings of 
others may not perceive that it is rue, or may im- 


partially judge it to be falſe; and all kave a Right: 
to judge for themſelves accord ing to what appears to 


them to be tbe true Senſe and Meaning of Scripture; 


and it is impoſſible for any other to judge for them. 


So that in Reality, Church- Authority is either Ah ſo— 
lute or none at all In the Affairs of Conſcience and 
Salvation, as the Biſhop explains himſelf, ir is plain- 
ly none at all. The Church hath no Authority to 
make New Articles of Faith, or to impoſe an Inter- 
pretation of the old ones upon Others for Articles 


of 


(837) 


of Faith , No one can be oblig'd to receive any 


Doctrines which the Church or any Number of fal- 


lible Men whatſoever ſhall purpoſe, as a Chriſtian 
Truth, if it appear to him to be either contrary to 
| Scripture, or not to be found in it, or not the true 


Interpretation of the Senſe of Scripture. And the 


Scriptures no where ſpeak either of the Doctrines of 
the Church, or of the Authority of the Church in 


Matters of Faith: And in Reality there can be no 


ſuch Thing as either, which can ever be a Rule or 


Law to Chriſtians; becauſe the Church has no Evi- 


dence whereby it can prove that it cannot or does 
not ever err in its Deciſions, and by Conſequence 


that they can be depended upon thro* their mere 
Authority. But in the Appointment of indiferent 
Rites and Ceremonies, and cenſuring dilorderly Prac- 


_ tice and Behaviour, the Church hath an abſolute Aa- 


thority , i. e. is to be obeyd upon its own mere 
Authority, *Tis the ſame in the State: The Le- 


giſlative Civil Power hath an ahſolute Authority to 


make Laws for the Safety and Good of the Pub- 


lic, and to determine the differences about the 


Rights and Properties of the Subject; but hath 20 


Authority at all to make Laws deſtrudlive of the pub- 


lic Good, or contrary to the Law of Nature or of 


God's Revelation, wherever it is known; or to 


make any Man to ſubmit in A# to what is immoral, 


or approve in Conſcience what he Judges #nreaſonable 


or unjuſt. Secondly, Chrift came into the World 


with an abſolute Anthority to declare God's Will to 


Mankind, and to inſtitute a Religion which was to 


take Place of all others: His Authority or Laws 
could not have Force, where thete were not Means 


of owning or knowing him; and ſo there he had 


no Authorlty at all: But yet it was abſolutèe over all 


his Swbjefs. Both the Zews and Gentiles had a Right 
to examine whether he came trom God, and was the 


true Chriſtian Legiſiator; 10 that the Acceptance of 


his 


| HE: 
his Perſon was to depend 175 the Evidence he 
gave, and the Conviction of Men's Minds concern- 
ing him: But where he had Authority at all, 1. e. in 
his own Kingdom , where Men were convinc'd that 


he! was the Chriſt, there he had an ab/o/ute Power to 


make his Law the Rule of their Faith and Conſciences, 


and to determine the Affairs of their Sa/vatzon, and 
had no Superior nor Equal in this Kingdom of his 


Church. And tho? the poſitive Laws of his Religion 
might be contrary to thoſe either of the Zerſh or any 


other Religion; yer were his Subjects oblig d to re- 


ceive them, and firmly to believe every Point of Doc- 


trine which he reveal'd, upon his mere Authority; tho 
they could not find out its Truth by Reaſon, or the 


Law of Nature, or any other even reveal'd Law. Hath 
the Church any Authority like this, or any Authority 


at all of the ſame Kind? The Apoſtles likewiſe, with. 
in the Kingdom of Chriſt, had, as being inſpired, an 


abſolute Authority to declare his Laws by his Com- 
mand, and bind them upon the Conſciences of Men, 
by their mere Authority alſo; and no one has a Right 
to oppole his own Opinion againſt Their Declarati- 
ons: But the Chyrch hath no Authority at all of 
this Nature; no one being oblig'd to receive its De- 

clarations or Interpretations any further, than he 


ſhall judge them to agree with thoſe of the Apoſtles, 
and the expreſs Word of Chriſt, Chriſt had no Aut ho. 


rity at all, to be receiv'd by thoſe who knew him not, or 
without fulfilling the Prophecies concerning his com- 
Ing: But where he had Authority at all, j. e. in his 
own Kingdom, and amongſt his own Subjects, there 


it was abſo/ute. So likewiſe where the Apoſtle's had 


any Authority at all, (that is, not to hinder Men 
from examining their Miſſion, or judging whether 
the Docttrines they preach'd were contrary to Rea- 


{on or no, which was one Teſt of their Miſion; 


for in either of theſe Caſes they plainly had 79 
Authority at all, but to declare the Doctrine of 


Chhriſt, 


Chr! 
Dec. 
Jute. 
thor 
Nat 
and 
abſo 
EY Ax 
of 2 
of G 
all ( 
then 
at 4 
for 
80 
Pow 
gree 
in C 
M 
1961 
in 
its C 
ſub} 


onal 
does 


Aut 
that 
Gor 
untl; 
is d 
be o 
G0 
8411 
cau 
(19 
thai 
Hio, 
10 


(399). 

Chriſt, and to oblige all Chriſtians to receive their 
Declarations,) here the Authority they had was ab/o- 
jute. Bur no Church can Julily pretend to /uch Au- 
tbority, that is, hath any Authority at all of the ſame 
Nature. So that in thoſe Particulars wherein Chr:/t 


and his A4prſt/es had any Authority at all, it was an 


abſolute Authortty. Laſily; The receiving of the Sa- 
craments, like Prayer and the outward Performance 
of all other Duties of Religion, are ab/o/ure Means 
of Grace, or of the Favour and Mercy of God, to 
all Chriſtians capable of Grace, or who perform 


them in due manner; but have xo Power, uo Efficacy 
at all upon ſuch as are not capable of, or dilpos'd 


for ir, or who do not duly perform thoſe Duties. 


So that the Sacraments allo, where they have any 


Power or Efficacy at all, it is abſolute, that is, a- 


greeably to the Biſhop's Definition, always inberent 


in every Subject in all Circumſtances. e 
Mr. Law concludes, P. 24, from the Arguments 
above confider?d, that the Church hath a real Authority 


in the Affairs of Conſcience or Salvation, or to impole 


its own Docirines as Matters of Faith, which is the 


ſubject of the Biſhop's Argument,] to be only conditi- 


 onally obeyd: And argues, That ns being conditional 


does not make it ceaſe to be real Aubority, becauſe all 


Authority both in Church and Szare is but conditional; 
that no other but a conditional Obedience is due to civil 
Governours, becauſe no one 1s to ovey them in Things 
unlawful; and that no other than a conditional Obedience 


is due to Chriſt and his Apo les,becaufe they were only to 


be obey'd by thoſe who thought their Doctrines worthy of 


God: And thence infers, that it is no Argument a- 
gainſt Church Authority | in Matters of Faith,] be- 


cauſe Men are to judge of the Lawfulneſs of its Injun- 
dons. My anſwer is; If Mr. Law fincerely owns 


that Chriſtians may judge of the Lawfulneſs of the Injun- 


tons of the Church, he really denys all Church- Autho- 
may in matters of Faith: For what Authority can any 
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(90) 
one have over me, if I am to judge whether his In- 
junctions are Tight or no, and to obcy or not obey ac- 


_ cordingly ? Therefore it I am to judge whether the 


Dottrines of the Church be agreeable ro Scripture or 


not, and am oblig'd ro ſubmit to, or profeſs them 


no further than! judge them to be agreeable; That 
which governs my Conj/cience, is not the Authority of 


the Church, but the Authority of the Scripture, ac- 


cording to my own Senſe and Judgment of it; And 


this indeed is true Chriftian Proteſtant Liberty. Civil 


Authority may take Place where the Injunttfons of 
it are unreaſonable or unjuſt, becauſe it demands not 
the Aſſent of the Conſcience tothe Lawful uſe of them, 
but the zere outward A; and we may often in Prac- 


_ rice ſubmit to things, that we do not judge to be 


righily commanded : But in Matters of Faith, which 


are Points of mere Fudgient, mv judging whether a 


Doctrine propos'd io me be true, or agreeable to Scrip- 


ture or not, and aſſenting to it accordingly ; takes 


away all Authority that any one can have over me 


in ſuch Matters which relate 7o the Fudgment only, 


and without the Submiſſion of which to the mere 
Authority | which Mr. Law himſelf is forc?d to dit- 
allow } there can be plainly xo Submiſlion, and con- 
ſequently 20 Authority at all. Juſt as in Matters of 
Aion; it I had a Power of judging whether the Laws 


of the civil State were in all Points juſt or reaſonable 
or not, and was only oblig'd ro at according to the 
Determination of my own ZFudement, and not to 
regard their mere Authority; then the Civil Injundti- 


ons would not properly be Laws to me, or have any 


real Authority over me. But all Mr. Laws falſe Rea- 
ſoning is owing to his not conſidering the true 


Meaning of the Words conditional and abſolute, when 
apply'd to Authority. All Authority is abſolute, which 
is independent in its Kind, and not ſubje& to a Su 


perior; 10 that all Legi/artive Authority, about which 


the Diſpute is, is ute. The examining the Milli 
8 Eo 
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on of a Perſon, or judging of the Lawſulneſs or Mora- 


/ity of Injunctions, are not Conditions that limit Au— 
thority ſo as to make it more or leſs ab/o/ute; but 


are only vat ional Motives to induce us to own or 


diſown the Authority at a//; Becauſe Laws are pro- 
posd to Men, and not to Beaſts. If ihe 4u1horty 
when made known, is ſubordinate to a Superior of 


the ſame Kind, or within the ſame Dominions, then 
it is not abſolute; if not, then it is aht. The 
Conditions of natural Morality, Truth, and Fuſtice, li- 


mit all Authority both Humane and Divine; ſo that 


it fuch Conditions make Authority ceale to be abſolute, 


there can be no ſuch Thing as abſolute Authority 
either in God or Alan: Therefore theſe are not Con- 
d:tions which make Authority not abſolute, but with- 


out which there cou'd be no Authority at all. Thus 


God is the abſolute inviſible Lord of ail the Earth; 
his Laws extend to all Mankind, nor can any o- 


ther Authority controul or limit his Power; and 
yet his Laus are, it we may 10 ſay, limited by the 
eternal Law of Truth and Righteouſneſs; that is, 


He cannot enjoyn any Thing that is arrighieows 
or untrue, Or Contrary to that Rea/on which he haih 


given us. Again: Chriſt is the abfolute Lord of the 


Chriſtian Church, he hath abſo/uto uncontrouiatle 


Authority to make Laws for the whole Church; nor 


that they have 4h lutèe Authority: And yet they 
cannot be contrary to Reaſon, or take Fiace Where 
his Miffren is not known or acknowleog'd; But 
their having ab/olute Amubority is ſeen, in that, 
where his Aion is receiv'd, he his /o/e Lord and 
Legiſlator; his Laws are obey'd with ab/e/ure 
Submiſhon to his mere Authority; nor can his Sub— 
jects in any Caſe appeal from him to another 
Judge, or try his Injunctions by the Re ef any 


are his Laws ſubject to any other; Which ſhews 


other Law. So likewiſe the Authority of the A- 


poſiles was in its Kind ee that is, they had 


the 
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the ob/olute Authority of Declarers of Chriſt's Law; 
and their Pec/arations were to be ſubmitted ro, as 
certain and infallible Truths, nor have Chriſtians 
any Power or Right to examine their Declarations 


Peclarers of Chrift's Law; Which ſhews that their 
Declarations have abſolute Authority in them. In 
all humane G / Governments, the Leg:Naror hath 
obſoluie Authority of making Laws; not to enact 
any Thing contrary to the Divine Law, or de- 
Rriftve of the public Good; but becauſe its Authori- 
iy. fo far as it is ary of all, is independent, and not 
{ul ir to. any other Power of the ſame Kind, and 
thoretore is abſolute. Leftly, The Church hath an 

e iiy to make Laws for the external 
Government of It; it hath no ſuperiour in its 
bor does there lye any Appeal from its Au- 
Ly to any other: And yet it cannot have Au— 
tnority to enjoyn Ceremonies that are plainly . 
perſt:tious, indecent, or profane : But in making Laws 
concerning Matters of Faith, it evidently hath 20 
Authority at all; all Laws of this Kind being al- 
ready enadted by a ſuperior Authority, to which 
the Church is always ſubject. Nor can it interpret 
thoſe Laws with any Authority to be ſubmitted 
to for the ſake of the mere Authority; becauſe, the 
Laws themſelves being infallible, unleſs the Interpre- 
tations be ſo likewiſe, they cannot be depended upon, 
and ſo cannot have any real Authority in them as 
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be impos'd as Terms of Communion or Worſhip. 
And if they are to be ſubmitted to no further by 
any [as Mr. Law 1s torc d to allow, | than as they 
are judg d ro exprels the true Senſe and Mean- 
ing of Chriſt's Law; then have they plainly no 
more Authority in thei, 


of any private Perſon, which are always to be ſub- 
mitted to by all who judge them to contain the 
= true 
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by any other, or to appeal from them to ary other 


a Rule of taith and Conſcience, or any Right to 


than the Interpretations 
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jrue Senſe of Scripture. Therefore when the Church, 
in the 20th Article, is ſaid to have Authority in 
Controverſies of Faith, it cannot mean thar ir hath 
Authority to determine, with abſo/ute Certainty, 
Points of Doctrine ot certainly determin'd in Scrip- 
ture; or to impoſe its Determinations of any Con- 
troverſies of Faith upon the Conſciences of Chriſti- 
ans by its own mere Authority; But that it hath 
Authority to call any Controver/ies, that may ariſe 


either through the Tonorance or Perverſneſs of Chri- 


ſtians, ro the Teſt and expreſs Rule of Scripture , 
and that in all Controverſies wherein the Church 
{hall think fir to interpoſe its public Fudgment , 
it oughr to be 7cgarded by the contending Parties 
and no Determinations ought to be made againſt 
ir, without particularly confidering the Reaſons gi- 


ven for that public Judgment. And above all, 


the Church hath Authority ro oblige all its Mem- 
bers in Controverſies of Faith to keep ſtrictly to 
the Rule of Scripture ; and not to endeavour to in- 
poſe upon one another, for Matter of Faith, any 


Doctrine not expre/ly contain'd therein; and, in 


all Differences of Opinion, to oblige all Parties 
to maintain mutual Forbearance and Charity. 

The Biſhop having forc'd Dr. Snape to own that 
the Church hath no Authority in Matters of Faith, 
unleſs the Doctrines it teacheth be agreeable to Scrip— 
ture, of which every one to whom the Dottrines 
are propoſed is to judge; which is all that his Lord- 


| ſhip ever aſſerted or contended for; asks the Door in 


his Anſiver, P. 24, Is this the whole you can make of it 
| Church Authority] after all your boaſted Zeal for mere 
Authoriy ? and adds, why may not I be allow?d to ſay, Ro 


Manon Karth has an abſolute Authority,as well as you? 


Upon this Mr. Law tells the Biſhop, P. 27th; My 


Lord, there can be no underſtanding of this, unleſs mere 


Authority and abſolute Authority be taken jor the ſame 


Thing by your Lordſhip : But, my Lord, (he goes on) 
is rat the ſmalleſt Particle of Matter, mere Matter; 


and 
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and is it therefore the ſame as the whole Maſs of Mat- 10 K 

ter? Is an Inch of Space, becauſe it 1s mere Space, the AT 

ſame as infinite Space? How comes it then that mere are 

5 Authority is the ſame as abfolure Authority ? His Lord- La 
4 ſhip's Words and Meaning are cer and plain Truth: tor 
i And that Mr. Law does not underſtand them, is Want mu 
. of Attention or Sagacity. Mere Authority is the fare h 
4. as abſolute Authority, and abſolute Authority is mere Ma 
= Authority. If I obey one upon his mere Authority, Th 
bo *tis becauſe his Authority is ab/olure. i. e . ab 
l | Authority ſolute, i. e. ſupreme 7 
. and independent in its Kind: If the Authority was not Vin 
N thus ab/o/ute, 1 ſhould not obey him upon hi mere the 
1 Authority, but upon the mere Authority of him who dhe 
| hath the 4% lute Authority, and whoſe ſubordinate 4 

Delegate and Agent the other is. But Mr. Law's of 

Query is not pertinent; and there is no underanding fo 


it, unleſs abſolute Authority and A L L Authori- 1 W. 
iy be by Him taken for the ſame Thing. But is not m 
the ſmalleſt Particle of Matter, abſolute Matter ? Is it in 
therefore the ſame wouh the whole Maſs of Matter? Is th 
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an Inch of Space, becauſe it is abſolute Space, the ſame 1 C 
. as infinite Space? Is the Czar of Muſcovy, becaule he be 
2 is an abſolute Monarch, the King ot the wh Earth? Pc 
6 How comes it then that abſolute Authority, is the ſame _ of 
4 ALL Authority? And had he pur the laſt Que- to 
ſtion, as his Argument requir'd him to do, vig; al 
How comes it then that mere Authority is the ſame, ce 
[ nor as abſolute, but ] as All Authority, he would have al 
diſcover'd the Impo/riion and Abſurdiiy of the whole. 0) 
An Authority ſurely may be abſolute, and yet not — 


the Whole of irs Kind. And this is the Caſe with 1 © 
all particular humane Authority both in Church and [ 
State; which is abſolute within its own Juritdiftion 
only. Thus it appears, that Mr. Law's Ph:/oſopby is b 
as bad as his Dꝛioiniiy. JJC 
Mr. Law proceeds to ask his Lordſhip; When the 7 
Church enjoyns Matters of Indifference, is She obeyed for t 
any Reaſon, but for her mere Authority? But your Lord- 
ſhip allows no Obedience to mere Authority, and therefore 


> 
no Obedience even in different Matters: Thus do theſe. 
Arguments of yours, lay all Waſte in the Church. But, 
are Matters of Faith and Eternal Salvation, with Mr. 
Law, Matters of Indifference If they are, Iam ſorry 
for him: If they are nor, why does he talk ſo 
much out of the Way, about Matters of Indifference, 
when the Biſhop was talking about nothing bur 
Matters merely relating to Conſcience and Salvation? 
There is no Obedience, properly ſpeaking, but to 
abſolute Authority. I am not properly ſaid to obey 
um that hath not an abſo/ute duthority over me; and 
therefore all ſubordinate Powers are only obey'd for 
the /ake of, and with Reference to, the ſupreme or abſo- 
lute Authority. When the Church enjoyns Matters 
of Indifference, for Decency and Order, it is obey d 
for its mere or abſolute Authority : The Biſhop everx 
where allows this, and has elſewhere ſtrenuoufly 
maintain'd this Authority of the Church; and no Men 
in their Senſes will ever deny it. But what's all 
this to an Authority in Matters of mere Faith and 
Conſcience ? to an Authority of making DoQrines to 
be Laws of Chriſtianity, which Chriſt and his A- 
poſtles have not exprefly made ſo? to an Authority 
of binding humane and fa!lible Interpretations of Sctip- 
ture upon the Conſciences of Men, as a Rule of Faith 
and Salvation? when it is moſt evident that nothing 
can ever Rule the Heart and Conſcience, but a divine 
and infallible Authority: And therefore the Church 
of Rome, pretending a Dominion over the Faith of 
Chriſtians, does with a very con/iftent Arrogance lay 
Claim to Infa/ltbility alſo, in order to manage the 
 Uſurpation of ſo great a Power, 5 


Mr. Law has not yet done with his Lordſhip; 
bur ſays, P. 28th, I muft not omit one | Argument, 
my Lord, which falls as heavy upon the State, and 
_ makes all civil Government unlawful : Your Words are 

theſe: © As the Church of Chriſt, is the Kingdom 
of Chriſt, he himſelf is King; and in this it is 
F imply'd 


(96) 


* the Affairs of Conſcience and Salvation.” I there 


is any Truth or Force (ſays Mr. Law) in this Argu- 


ment, it concludes with the ſame Truth and Force a- 


gainſt all Authority in the Kingdoms of this World. In 


Scripture we are told, The moſt High ruleth in the 
Kingdom of Men (Dan. 4. 17.) that the Lord is our 


Lew-giver, the Lord is our King, (lia. 33. 22.) Now if 


becauſe Chriſt is King of the Church, it muſt be in this 
imply d, that be 1s ſole Law giver to his SubjedTs, it is 


Fluin to a Demonſtration, that becauſe God is King and 


 Lawgrver of the whole Earth, therefore he is ſole Law- 
giver to his Subjecis; and conſequently, that all civil Au. 


thority, all humane Laws,are mere Invaſions and Uſurpa-_ 


tions upon God's Authority as King of the whole Earth. 
He adds, asking; Is no Body to have any Furiſdiction 
in Chriſt's Kingdom, becauſe be is King of it? How 


then comes any one to have any Authority in the King- . 


 doms of this World, when God bas declar'd himſelf the 
Lawgrver and King of the whole World? © 

The Firſt Text here alledg'd by Mr. Law, relates 
only to God's Providential Rule, whereby he diſpo- 
ſeth of Nations and Kingdoms according to his mere 


Will and Pleaſure. The Second, to the particular 
State of the cus, whoſe civil as well as religious 


Lawgiver God himſelf was, and to whom it was 


commanded concerning the Laws which he had gi- 


ven them, Te ſhall not add unto the Word which I 
| - 4 you, neither ſhall you diminiſh ought from it. 
eut. 4. 2. 
perly offer. But becauſe God is both truly Ring 
and Lawerver to the whole Earth, as Chriſt is King 
and Lawgiver to the whole Church; | ſhall maintain 
the Inference, that God is ſole Lawgrver to his Sub- 
Jets in the Affairs of mere Morality and Natural 
Religion, as Chriſt is to his Church in the Affairs 
merely relating to Faith and reveaPd Religion. And 
Mr. Law's Conſequence is as wide from thele Premiſes 
4 i 3 


_ © implyd that he is the Law-giver to his Subjects, 
and himſelf the ſole Judge of their Behaviour in 


Therefore theſe Texts are very impro- 


ks | 
nity 
that 
that 
him 
do, 

and 
that 
ſole 

ence 
that 
Lay 
ly a 
conf 
Shir 
oven 
late 

que! 
in C 
Aut. 
Chr; 
to ſ. 
and 
Wor 
be? 
Lay 
if C 
Lay 
in \ 
othe 
Lav 
kxte 
Anc 
and 
Fair 
Con 
this 
Mr. 
Arg 


pp (97). 

ks Ea from We. *Tis this: He that has not 4uthos 
rity in every thing, has Authority in Nothing; he 
that has not all Authority, has 0 Authority; he 
that has not Authority to do what tis impoſſible for 
him being fallible to do or to have Authority to 
do, has not Authority to do what is in his Toner, 
and what he has Authority to do. The Bithop argued, 
that Chriſt being King of his Church. muſt be the 
ſole Lawgiver to his - Subjes in the Affairs of Conſci- 
ence and Salvation: As if it was ſuch a ſtrange Thing, 
that a King ſhould have the ſole Power of making 
Laws for his Subjects; or as if one could be real- 
ly an abſolute King without it But Mr. Lam, not 
conſidering that Chriſt's is a D:vine, Inviſible, and 
Spiritual Dominion over the Heart and Conference, 
over which he rules by his infallible Laws which re- 
late immediately and only to them; ſays, that in Conſe- 
quence of this Doctrine, all humane Fur isdiction both 
in Church and State, mnſt be an Uſurpation upon the 
Authority of God who is King of all the Earth, and of 
Crit who is King of his Church. Which 1s plainly 
to ſay, that if once the divine, inviſble Dominion, 
and Spiritual Laws of God and Chriſt over th 
World and the Church, be acknowledged; there muſt 
be an End of all humane viſible Government and 
Laws for the external Order and Polity of them: That 
if God and Chriſt have the ſol? Authority to make 
Laws for the Direction of the Heart and Conſcience 


in Matters of a Moral and Religious Nature; no 


other can have Authority either to execute thoſe 
Laws, or to make Laws for the Direction of the 
external Adtion in Matters merely of a Civil Nature. 
And in ſhort it is to ſay, that if there be any Laws 
and Government meerly with relation to the Af- 
Fairs cf the other World, there can be no Laws and 
Government merely with Relation to the Affairs of 
this World. All theſe Abſurdities are contain'd in 
Mr. Law's Conſequence and Queſtion from the Biſhop's 
Argument, The Truth of the whole, plainly * 
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4. 4 


No body hath any Jurisdidtion or Authority either in 


the Kingdom of God or of Chriſt, wherein they them- 


ſelves immediately rule over the Hearts and Conſci- 


ences of Men. God rules by the Law of Nature, and 
Chriſt by the Law of the Goſpel ; And no humane 
Authority whatſoever can jnterpoſe their Power ei. 


ther to add or to diminiſb any Thing from theſe Laws; 
or to pnniſh any for thoſe Breaches of them, which 


only relate to the Heart and Conſcience; or take 


_ Cognizance of any Principles or Practices founded 
on them, which are merely of a religious Nature. And 
thus God and Chriſt are the ſole Lawgivers in their 


Kingdoms, The Geſpel is a Law of Chriſtian Faith 
and Practice, which entirely relates only to the Mind 


and Conſcience; and no humane Authority hath 


any Thing to do there. But ſince the public Profel- 


ſion of the Goſpel cannot but be attended with many 


external ritual Circumſtances, merely relating to Or- 
der and decency of Adion, about which Chriſt has gi: 
ven no Laws; he hath left theſe to humane Deciſion; 


and herein humane Authority is properly concern d. 


The Law of Nature, is a Law of Faith and Practice, 
which not only relates to the Heart and Conſcience, 
but alſo to the common Rights of Mankind, which 
may be preſerv d or hurt by mutual Practices. All 
Principles and Practices founded on this Law, or 


| relating to it, which cegard only the Conſcience, and 
interfere not with, or violate the Property of others; 


of theſe Cod js only the Fudge,” and hath appointed 


a Tribunal for the Tryal of all ſuch in another 
state. But for ſuch as diſturb or hurt the Rights of 
others, and threaten Confuſion and Deſtruction to 


Society, and ſo require immediate Reſtraints and Tem 


; inne: with reſpect to theſe, God hath 


eft Man to his own Defence. and to conſult his own 


Safety againſt them, by ſuch Means as he ſhall think 
neceſſary : And fo the annexing Temporal Rewards 
and Puniſhments to the Laws of Nature, becomes a 
Part of humane Ju risdiction, and a Branch of Man? 


Authority 


_ (993 * 
Authority. And further, ſince Abundance of exter- 
nal Circumſtances and Actions in them ſelves indifferent; 
have a Relation to the well or ill- being of Seciety, 
and God hath interpos'd no Laws about theſe; theſe 
alſo come within the Jurisdiction of humane Authori- 
ty, and God hath given Merl a Right to make Laws, 
and enforce them by Penalties about theſe Things. 
Thus God and Chriſt exclude all bumane Authority 
out of the Kingdom wherein they themſelves imme: 
diately rule; and yet have left Room enaugh for the 
Exerciſe of humane Authority within a Province pro- 
1 Ü fn 
p J ſhall leave the reſt of Mr. Law's Book, about 
Prayer, &c. to be compar'd with the Biſhop's Anſwer 
to the firſt Letter of Dr, Snape, OT Omg 
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BOOK 8 Printed for Janes Wig on, a the 
f Cron i in St. Paul's Charch-1 UE, rag 


_ Collefion of Papers, which paſſed wand 
I the late Learned Mr. Leibrite and Dr. Claris, 
in the Lears 1715 and 1716 relating to thePrine 
ciples of Natural Philoſophy and Religion. With an 
Appendix. Jo which are added, Letters to Dr. 
Clarke concerning Liberty and Neceſſity; From 2 
Gentleman of the Univerſity of Cambridge: Wath 
the Doctor's Anſwers to them. Alſo Remarks upon 
a Book, Ent ituled, APhiloſopbical Enquiry concerning 
Human Liberty. By Samuel Clarke, D. D. Rector of 
St. James 's Weſtminffer. . \, 
Chriſtian Morals and Chriſtian Prudence. In Two 
Parts. Wherein is ſhewn the peculiar Wiſdom and 
Beauty of the Chriftian Religion in its general De- 
gn of promoting thoſe two excellent Ends fo per- 
Teaive of Humane Nature, Purity, and Peace. "By | 
Jobn Lamence, M. A. Rector of Telvertoft 3 in Norths, 
bamptonſbi re. 
Mr. Sykes's 1 , Fi and 30 Letter to the Reverend 
Dr. Sherlock. 4 
His Remarks on Mr. My ſhall's Defenſe of our 
Conſtitution i in Church and State. 
The External Peace of the Church only attainable g 
by a Zeal for Scripture in its juſt Latitude, and by 
mutual Charity, not by a Preterſe of Uniformity 
of Opinion. Pr. 1s. | 
A Letter to an Inhabitant of the Pariſh of St An- 
drew's Holboun, about new Ceremonies in the 
Church; 2d Edition. _ 
— Papiſts not Excluded from the Throne upon g 
Account of Religion, 5 
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